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Fairfield Bulls Soccer Club 


Youth League Division Two 
Trials 
For the 1999 Season 


U/13s & U/14s 
Monday 26 Oct & 2 Nov 
Wednesday 28 Oct & 4 Nov 


U/15s & U/16s 
Tuesday 27 Oct & 3 Nov 
Thursday 29 Oct & 5 Nov 


Tait Street Park, Smithfield 


All sessions commence at 7.00pm 


Enquiries please contact: 
Emmanuel Kanna 9609 7205 
-or Eddy Adam 018 215 219 


Applications are invited for 
Youth League Coaches 
U/13s U/14s U/15s U/16s 
Level 2 Coaching Qualification required 


Address applications to: 
Emmanuel Kanna 
Youth Coordinator 
P.O. Box 400 Bonnyrigg 2177 


ENGLISH PREMIER 


Written and compiled by Daryl Katz 


derby style at a frantic pace and in an 

uncompromising spirit Liverpool 

continued their poor run against 
neighbours Everton as the match at 
Goodison Park ended in a goalless 
draw. 

Liverpool failed to break their 
Merseryside derby jinx despite creating the 
better opportunities and have now failed to 
win at Goodison Park since the 1990/91 
season. They have not triumphed in this 
fixture since March 1994. 

Liverpool joint manager Roy Evans 
believes his side were unlucky not to win a 
game they dominated in terms of 
possession, 


I: a match played in the traditional 


David Unsworth, 


Merseyside derby action, 
Michael Owen and 


on hand to deny them. 

He saved well with his right hand at 
close range from Robbie Fowler in the 19th 
minute after Vegard Heggem found the 
England striker in space in the box. Seven 
minutes from the interval he launched 
himself full length to tip away a powerlul 
drive from Stig Inge Bjornebye. 

Liverpool had the better of the second 
half with Everton reduced to breaks and 
hopeful long balls targeted at Duncan 
Ferguson, but neither goalkeeper was 
seriously tested and the game faded into a 
tame draw. 

Despite the failure to score at home for 
a fifth successive match, Everton manager 
Walter Smith was optimistic about a 


Evans said: "They had a chance in the 
first minute but it was the only time they 
caused problems in our box and we were 
magnificent in dealing with them. | can't 
remember being under so little pressure in 
a derby game for a long time. We didn't 
make a million clearcut chances either but 
we did have some." 

Everton's first-minute opportunity, which 
turned out to be their best of the match, fell 
to $11 million new signing Ibrahim 
Bakayoko, who was inches away from 
instant cult status with a sharp header that 
flew just wide. 

The Ivory Coast striker had a promising 
debut with limited service from a midfield 
‘spending too much time on the defensive. 

Veteran 36-year-old defender Dave 


revival, The Scot recognises, however, that 


the scoring problem will not be easily 
solved. 


“In home matches we don't have the — 


individual qualities in possession to beat a 
man and open up defences, It's difficult for 
our strikers to be the sole creators of goal. 
We have to get the ball out wide," he said. 

Liverpool have now picked up just three 
points from their last five games and have 
slipped to seventh place on 13 points, 
already eight behind leaders Aston Villa. 
Everton are 12th on 11 points having won 
just two but drawn five of their nine games. 

See page 22 for more UK premier pics 
and reports, and pages 30 and 31 for UK 
news and stories. 


Watson used his experience to counter the 
threat of teenage sensation Michael Owen. 
When Liverpool did break through, 
Norwegian goalkeeper Thomas Myhre was 


Front and back page 
photography by Melbin. 
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Australian News 


WE’RE GOING TO THE 
WORLD CUP! 


By Janene Mar from Auckland 


AUSTRALIA 
(Julie Murray 2, Bridgette Starr 13, 
Lisa Casagrande 67) 


NEW ZEALAND ................1 
(Nicky Smith 77) 


he Australian Women's Soccer Team 
has won its way through to the World 
Cup finals with an emphatic 3-1 victory 
over New Zealand in Saturday's final of 
the Oceania World Cup Qualifiers in Auckland. 

Australia becomes the 13th nation to qualify for 
the 16-team World Cup field joining the elite com- 
pany of hosts USA, China, North Korea, Japan, 
Italy, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Russia, 
Germany, Brazil, and Canada. The top seven- 
placed teams from the World Cup will contest the 
2000 Olympics along with Australia. 

The 3rd FIFA Women's World Cup will be host- 
ed by Olympic gold medallists USA over the peri- 
od 19 June to 10 July 1999. Seven cities across 
the US will host the event in top class stadia 
including the famous Rose Bowl in Los Angeles. 

The women's soccer-mad Americans will set 
exciting new standards in welcoming the cream of 
women's international football in terms of profes- 
sionalism and organisation. The support of the 
public is already guaranteed with over 130,000 


series tickets sold during a brief introductory sale 
period over a year out from the kickoff date. 

The Matildas were always confident of bringing 
home the result from the qualifiers. Having trained 
together as a national squad since July with the 
commencement of the full-time scholarship pro- 
gram at the Australian Institute of Sport in 
Canberra, this was the moment towards which the 
players and staff had been working so hard. 

Safe in the knowledge their preparation had 
been of the highest quality, the Matildas were still 
mindful that there are no guarantees in football. 
The job still had to be done on the day. With the 
stakes so high, and facing the traditional rivals, 
the passionate Kiwis, the pressure was on to 
can the single Oceania berth to the World Cup 
finals. 

One only-had-to look back at the Socceroos’ 
failure at the last hurdle, wasting a 2-0 lead to 
relinquish their best chance ever to compete at 
the World Cup finals, Then the recent Socceroos’ 
loss to New Zealand to miss out on the 
Confederations Cup was a timely reminder to the 
Matildas during last minute preparations in 
Auckland that anything can happen in a crunch 
match against the Kiwis, 

Oceania is the only FIFA confederation where 
there is just the one Women's World Cup berth up 
for grabs, so everything was riding on the ninety 
minutes of the final. The World Cup is such a 
vital component to the Matildas’ realistic hopes of 


a medal at the Sydney Olympic Games, so the 
pressure was certainly on. In addition there were 
other issues including funding and sponsorship all 
hanging in the balance. 

Not that New Zealand didn't want it just as 
badly. Kiwis loye nothing better than to beat the 
Aussies, Their standing in the international arena 
has fallen in recent years, lagging way behind the 
now professional unit that is the Matildas. They 
were throwing everything behind their mission to 
upset the Aussies’ plans, But apart from that, 
with failure to reach the World Cup, New Zealand 
would also kill off all hopes they had of competing 
at the 2000 Olympics. < 

The Kiwis had good reason to be confident in 
the do-or-die final. They had denied us a place at 
the inaugural World Cup, winning the 1991 quali- 
fiers on goal difference ahead of Australia. A total 
‘of seven current Matildas were members of that 
disappointed team. The 2nd World Cup cam- 
paign had also come down to goal difference 
between the trans-Tasman rivals, this time 
Australia the victors. 

Since the two nations’ last meeting back in 
November, the Kiwis had recruited Danish-born 
striker Pernille Andersen who notched up an 
incredible fifteen goals in the three matches lead- 
ing up to the Qualifiers final. 

And so to the Saturday World Cup decider. In 
blustery conditions at Mt Smart Stadium No.2, the 
Matildas did put it together. Australian Rugby 


League coach Wayne Bennett had given them an. 
inspiring pep talk on match day and the players 
called upon all their hard work and previous expe- 
riences, ready to finish the job. Untested earlier 
in the tournament scoring forty-six goals to nil in 
the three lead-up matches, the concern was that 
the players may not have the intensity or concen- 
tration to suddenly take on such a tough oppo- 
nent. 

But the Aussies did ever so well to display their 
slick professional best when it mattered against 
the Kiwis who had also breezed through their ear- 
lier games. 

As it turned out, the 3-1 scoreline was not a 
true reflection of the superiority of the Australian 
unit over their opponent. 

The Aussies in the stands felt an overwhelming 
pride in witnessing the Matildas strut their stuff. 
The Kiwis, the Oceania representatives, and 
those from the island nations were stunned by the 
quality and confidence of the Australians’ play, 
and realised how big the gulf had become 
between the traditional rivals. 

The Matildas now have the prize of a World 
Cup berth. It was a feeling of both elation and 
telief when the final whistle blew. 

But of course this is just the first stage in the 
World Cup campaign, Now comes a lot more 
hard work as we strive to make our mark in the 
US in eight months' time. 

Full match report in ‘Soccer Woman’. 


SYDNEY UNITED v SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


EDENSO 


Andrew Crews 


te 
hod 


Sal 
& 


David Mitchell 


Te 


THIS SUNDAY 25 OCTOBER 


Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Gates open 1.00pm 


Celebrate 40 years of Soccer at Sydney United. 


All welcome for a great family day of fun and 
excitement at the refurbished Edensor Park. 


DON’T MISS THIS 
BATTLE OF SYDNEY’S 


SOCCER 


GIANTS! 


R PARK 


Pablo Cardozo 


Brett Emerton 


SYDNEY UNI 


PASSES THE TEST 


By Mark Fowler 


successful season for Sydney University 
soccer club culminated with their annual 
dinner held at the University’s impressive 
Holme Building. 

na season which saw all grades perform admirably, 
the highlight was a second successive promotion for 
‘the first grade side, 

‘The minor premiers went on to take the Division 
Three Grand Final in style, defeating Camden Tigers 
3-1, and coach Jim Gallacher was quick to praise his 
players. 

“We have a very strong squad, We're not a brilliant 
squad but we play as a team and they all work very 
hard together. Our secret is team play. 

“We know the second division will be harder, but if 
you can play soccer the higher up you go the better it 
gets and you enjoy your football. We know we can 
play football so that doesn’t frighten us. The fact we 
are a footballing team means we can look forward to 
playing in that division.” 

Player of the Year Chris Bowman was equally 
happy to distribute praise to both his coach and 
teammates, 

“We have really enjoyable coaching sessions. 
There's a lot of variety, and when you enjoy your 
training you enjoy your sport, Jimmy Gallagher's 
coaching means I can enjoy my sport and play it at my: 
highest level.” 


A left-sided midfielder, Bowman actually ended up 
playing five games in goal. It was a scenario he never 
really imagined. 

“We needed a keeper and I put my hand up. I'd last 
played as a goalkeeper at under 14 reserve grade, but 
we had to do something. It was just good to get in there 
and help the team because I just don't want fo see us 
lose.” 

Prolific striker Robert Smithies also had a great 
season, knocking in a phenomenal nine hat-tricks for 
the club. Like Bowman he was quick to praise his 
teammates, 

“Most of the credit has to go to the players behind 
me. There’s a lot of hard work that goes in there, a lot 
of winning the ball in midfield and good distribution. It 
makes it very easy to score them when you've got such 
quality players behind you. 

“Jimmy provides a lot of discipline and a lot of 
insight into the game. He has really pulled the team 
together in the last couple of years by basically 
cracking down on the mistakes we were making.” 

After some tough times-the Sydney University 
soccer team are now enjoying the benefits of some hard 
work, and doing it in a way that leaves Gallagher a 
happy man, 

“T'm loving it. I've been here three years and at my 
age (60) I should be looking for something quieter but I 
love the game, The players give me respect and T show 
them respect. Respect gets respect.” 


QUOTE OF THE WEEK 


“THIS WEEK IT WILL NOT BE THE 


CHICKENS AGAINST THE LIONS! 


Yet another “Maticism’ from 


Adelaide City’s coach Zoran Matic 
before last weekend's game against 


Carlton. 


1999 SEASON 
TRIALS 


Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 


Want to be part of a winning club? 


We have a new home stadium, with a great pitch 
‘Anew Head Coach — John Calleja (Level 3) 
& we're heading up to Super Youth League 


Become part of a very exciting 1999 with us 


All Trials will be held in Centennial Park 
at the soccer pitch, to the right of 
Parkes Dr. (beside Randwick Pond) on: 


Saturday 24th October 
Saturday 3lst October 


U12 NSW Reps 9.00am — 11.00am 
U13 Youth League 9.00am — 11.00am 
U14 & U15 Youth League —-11.00am — 1.00pm 
U16 Youth League 1.00pm — 3.00pm 
U18 NSW Super League 1.00pm — 3.00pm 
U21 NSW Super League 3.00pm — 5.00pm 

Senior Women (State League Div 1) 3 — 5.00pm 


Enquiries: John Calleja (9554 4213 a.h.) 
or John Velthuys (0418 664 796) 


200 NSL games: Northern Spirit’s Troy 

Cranney also reached his milestone last 

weekend in the rarified atmosphere of 
Perth Oval. 

‘The 26 year-old has achieved his 200 mainly by 
playing with Brisbane Strikers before he joined 
Northern Spirit this year. 

The player is one of the quiet achievers of Australian 
Soccer. 


le other Spirit news, the club has appointed two new 
additions to the Club's board of directors. David 
Lowy and Phillip Wolanski take up their positions 
immediately, 

In a media statement, Northern Spirit’s dynamic 
chairman, Remo Nogarotto, said he was delighted with 
their joining, adding that ‘Phillip is a well-known 
businessman with an involyment with Soccer in 
Sydney's eastern suburbs, and in David's case, itis truly 
remarkable that a person of his community standing and 
reputation will make time in his busy schedule to offer 
business and strelegic advice to a fledgling club like 
Northern Spirit.” 

The club’s major shareholder, Mark Goldberg, from 


| Crystal Palace welcomed the appointments, 


HAJDUK 
WANDERERS 


SOCCER CLUB INCORPORATED 


‘el Kupresak is not the only one celebrating 
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Australian News 


KNIGHTS STAR IS BACK 


By Dwyght Tutfnell 


elbourne Knights have re-signed 
skipper Ante Koyacevic after contract 
negotiations between the two parties 
had stalled. 

Koyacevic had not trained with the club for about 
a fortnight leading up to their encounter with 
Wollongong Wo'ves on Sunday. 

Midfielder Sonny Sevin has been signed by the 
Knights and made his debut against his old side on 
Sunday. 

There had been problems after Sevin had signed 


| with Canberra Cosmos but ended up at the Knights. 


He has been cleared by the Cosmos after he paid 


back the wages they had already given him. 


St Albans Saints pair Jason Vukadin 
and Harry Karl have also signed for the 
Knights. 

Vukadin played on Sunday but Karl, 
wo scored 23 goals for St Albans in 
the last Victorian Premier League 


| MT DRUITT TOWN RANGERS 


season, didn’t play against Wollongong, with some 
details of the transfer still to be decided between the 
Knights and St Albans, 

‘New Zealand international Ivan Vicelich arrived at 
Knights Stadium during the week and it seemed he 
would be rushed into the lineup despite an ankle 
injury. 

The Knights are keen to sign him but he has been 
told to go home and return when the ankle has healed 
(which is likely to be about six weeks away), 

On top of all these problems, Knights coach Vid 
Horvat had Zoran Markovski, Ante Deak and Joe 
Didulica (injuries) and Ransford Banini (suspension) 
unavailable for Sunday's game. 

Horvat said that his squad resembled a “hospital” 
with all the injuries, 

“T've never experienced anything like this in my 
career, we have so many injured players” said 
Horvat. 

Markovski is still doubtful for this week's game. A 
ligaments problem has prevented him from training, 

“Keeper Joe Didulica is expected to be out for a 
while longer with a groin injury as is midfielder Ante 
Deak and Dragi Nastevski has 
a quadraceps complaint and 


time. 


HAJDUK WANDERERS 


__ SOCCER CLUB 
1999 Season Youth | 
League Trials 


HAROLD READ PARK, GIRRAWEEN ROAD, 
GIRRAWEEN 
U/13 — MONDAY 19 & 26 OCT 
MONDAY 2 & 9 NOV 
U/14 — TUESDAY 20 & 27 OCT 
TUESDAY 3 & 10 NOV 
U/15 — WEDNESDAY 21 & 28 OCT 
WEDNESDAY 4 & 11 NOV 
U/16 — THURSDAY 22 & 29 OCT 
THURSDAY 5 & 12 NOV 
ALL Sessions COMMENCING 
6.30pm SHARP : 
GENERAL Enquiries CONTACT 
Charles Abdilia (B) 9757 2906 


(M) 0411 525 908 
Peter Jaksic (H) 9726 0720 


SOCCER CLUB 
1999 Season Trials 


held at 


Popondetta Road, Emerton 


Sunday 
25th October 


Times: 
Under 13s — 9.00am 
Under 14s — 10.45am 
Under 15s — 12.30pm 
Under 16s — 2.15pm 


Youth League Trials Division 2 


POPONDETTA PARK 


FoR FURTHER INFORMATION Rop STEVENSON 


Banini will return from 


will lose John Didulica after 
being red-carded against 
Wollongong. 

Despite Sunday's defeat, 
Horvat remains positive, 
placing great faith in the 
young players at the club, 

But he said that too many 
performances like that cannot 
be tolerated, 

“We are under a lot of 
pressure. We must do much 
better” said Horvat. 

After facing Wollongong on 
the rebound of a heavy defeat 
to Carlton, the Knights this 
weekend travel to Adelaide 
City, who played Carlton on 
Sunday and the Knights’ 
fellow Victorians did them no 
favours winning 4-1, ensuring 
a tougher game than they 
could have already expected. 


also has not trained for some — 


suspension but the Knights — 


} 
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Australian News 


McDOWELL’S RETURN 


risbane Strikers assistant coach Gary 

McDowall is looking forward to his “pro- 

motion” from the lower leagues to help for- 

mer Socceroo teammate John Kosmina 
turn the club’s Ericsson Cup fortunes around this 
season, 

And already the new Strikers’ combination has start- 
ed to reap an early reward after the Strikers downed 
arch enemy Marconi 3-2 in the Ericsson Cup opener at 
Suncorp Stadium, and their unlucky loss to Sydney 
Olympic on Sunday, where they looked a class 
side according to the watching media. ae 

“It’s great to be back in the big league * 
after Kicking around in the lower 
leagues,” said the Scottish-born 
McDowall who represent- 
ed Australia 26 times, 

“Tl be working 
with good players 
and professionals. 
I've been working 
in the lower 
leagues for a couple 
of years and it’s tough getting 
them to train, 

“It’s tough just getting them 
out of the pubs!” 

Strikers chairman Ian 
Brusasco said recently when he announced 
McDowall’s appointment that the former Socceroo had 
one of the best football brains in the country, 

Kosmina said McDowall, who retired in 1992, 
would add a lot of character to the Strikers because he 
Was someone who never took a backward step, 

“Gary will inject plenty of character on and off the 
field,” said Kosmina, 


“Gary won't take a backward step if he disagrees 
with anything I say.” 

Kosmina and McDowall have the same attitude to 
coaching as they did in their playing days. 

“I want to go out and beat whoever I'm playing 
against and the same goes for Gary,” said Kosmina. 

McDowall moved to Brisbane six years ago taking 
up a coaching appointment with North Brisbane in the 
XXXX league for two seasons before he joined second 
division club Mitchelton for one year. 

He then was at the helm of glamour XXXX league 
club Rochedale Rovers, but only lasted half a season 
before resigning following a fallout with the club’s 

hierarchy. 
are “Thad a year out of the game after that 
* — but I got itchy feet pretty quick,” he said. 
“No disrepect to the lower leagues but 
I'm thrilled to be involved with the 
Strikers. 

“It’s night and day 
between the lower 
leagues and national 
league as I'm dealing 
with players who want to 

make a living out of foot- 

ball and eventually want to 
go overseas,” 

McDowall, who started his career as a strik- 

er, played the last seven years of his career as a mid- 

fielder and defender, that’s one of the major reasons 

why Kosmina asked him to join the Strikers, 

“I think I know how to do the job and we've got a 
great squad to work him,” he said, 

“We've got a lot of talented young players but 
we've also got some fairly experienced players as well, 

“It’s all about finding the right balance. If you just 
throw them together and put them on the park that 
would be a disaster.” 


a 


MEDIA WATCH 


‘ow about the ABC’s coverage of the match of an answer and highlight any injustice. Soccer Weekly will 
try 0 stand up for our rights whenever possible. After all, 
we are the biggest game on the planet. 


the day on the opening round of the Ericsson 
Cup? You would not want the game to have 


il GREYSTANES 


short the coverage at 6.55pm, four minutes 
CER CLUB 


before the game’s end. 

What was the ABC doing? All so they can have 
a five minute cooking program called ‘Consuming 
Passions’. What about our consuming passion for 
the game? 

We have received heaps of calls this week on 
this, but we are happy to report that the Glory v 
Spirit game went the full monty. 

And while we are at it, thanks Sports Tonight 
for focussing on the biffo for the first game of the 
‘season at Northern Spirit. 

On the weekend that Soccer and basketball 
opened their respective seasons, and new sides, 
Soccer drew 19,000 while basketball pulled only 
8,005, yet but it was the biffo that Sports Tonight 
concentrated on while basketball got a dream run! 

‘Thanks ST, 

Meanwhile Soccer Weekly's Dwyght Tuffnell 
spoke with the ABC Commissioning Editor of TV 
Sport, Geoff Barlow, who said that it was “regret- 
table” that it had happened. He also said that it 
would not be a regular occurance, as most games 
were not expected to run as far as this particular 
one did. 

The 6.55pm timelsot of ‘Consuming Passions” 
will not change. “The ABC has a commitment to 
showing ‘Consuming Passions’ at that particular 
time” Mr Barlow said, 


1st Grade — U/21s, U/18s 


7 TO BE HELD AT: 
BATHURST STREET PARK 


GREYSTANES 


SUNDAY 15th NOVEMBER 8.30AM 
WEDNESDAY 18th NOVEMBER 7.00PM 
SUNDAY 22nd NOVEMBER 8.30AM 
WEDNESDAY 25th NOVEMBER 7.00PM 


“It's certainly regrettable, we'll be taking steps CONTACTS 
3 puke re that it doesn’t happen again” ended MARK CRITTENDEN 

If there are any examples of Soccer being treated | (H) 9621-4298 @ (M) 0417 247 890 
badly by any sections of the media then please let TONY WATERSON 


Soccer Weekly know and we will do our best to get 


(H) 9636-5297 ®@ (W) 9246-5096 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS SOCCER CLUB TRIALS 


ALL TRIALS WILL BE HELD AT LAMBERT PARK, MARION ST, LEICHHARDT. 


1st GRADE & UNDER 21S TRIALS 


Wednesday 21st October — 6.30pm 
Sunday 25th October — 1.00pm 
Wednesday 28th October — 6.30pm 


UNDER 18s TRIALS 


Friday 23rd October — 6.30pm 
Sunday 25th October — 10.00am 
Friday 30th October — 6.30pm 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE TRIALS 


ALSO 
Under 13s & Under 14s 
Tuesday 20th Oct 6.30pm 
Tuesday 27th Oct 6.30pm, Tuesday 3rd Nov 6.30pm 


Saturday 24th October U/13 — 9.00am, U/14 — 11.00am, U/15 — 1.00pm, U/16 — 3.00pm 
Saturday 31st October U/13 — 9.00am, U/14 — 11.00am, U/15 — 1.00pm, U/16 — 3.00pm 


Under 15s & Under 16s 
Thursday 22nd Oct 6.30pm 
Thursday 29th Oct 6.30pm, Thursday 5th Nov 6.30pm 


U/21s Coach — Billy MeColl 


Tony Raciti 
U/5s Coach — Lenny Salvaggio 
U/14s Coach — John Romeo 
U18s Coach — Robert Gabrielli 


APPOINTED 1999 COACHING STAFF 


‘1st Gde Coach — Arno Bertogna (Former Socceroo) 


Manager — Peter GriffithJones 


Manager — Phillip Salvaggio 
Manager — Dominic Vitetta 
Manager — Aldo Di Mento 


Youth League Director of Coaching & Co Ordinator Billy McColl 

Asst. Youth League Director of Coaching & Co Ordinator Andrew Baudille 

Youth League Convenor Rudi Barecca 

Assistant Youth League Convenor Aldo Di Mento 

Club Goal Keeper Goach Frank Mikuletic (NSW State Keeper) 
Head Club Physio Therapist Paul Fioretto 

Physio Michael Ho Shon 

Youth League Physio Tommy Cellucci 

Club Doctor Dr Brent Wong 


FOR ALL ENQUIRIES PLEASE PHONE LEICHHARDT TIGERS INFO LINES 
9565 2299 (7 Lines — 24 urs) on O18 276 763 (Mose) 


All Youth Teams will be touring Fiji for a pre-season tournament from January 3rd to January 8th 1999 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS are proudly sponsored by AP A 92-94 Parramatta Road, CAMPERDOWN 


ABSW 
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Australian Features 


ne cannot help following with intrigue the 


burgeoning drugs scandal that is engulfing 

Italian football. It all began with some 

words in the media from AS Roma coach 
Zdenek Zeman who claimed some Italian players 
were taking muscle-building substances. 

How else, asked Zeman, could you explain the 
impressive muscle development of Alessandro Del 
Piero and Gianluca Vialli? 

Before you could blink, the affair spread like a 
grassfire. Both players admitted to taking something 
Called creatine. Soon players were hauled in to answer 
questions by public prosecutors. A sinister conspiracy 
was uncovered, suggesting a cover-up of positive drug 
tests. Piles of documents concerning drug tests were 
found hidden in a roof. The highest ranking Italian 
sports official resigned. Players, concerned about the 
tainting of their names and intrusions on their privacy, 
threatened to strike, 

I think it will get worse. For one I am surprised the 
issue has not risen to the surface earlier. Think of it, or 
think of the enormous amount of money that is in 
football and in sport generally today. Scarcely does a 
day go by when you don’t read about football in the 
finance pages. About what this entrepreneur or that 
multinational corporation did today to take another 
stake in the vast commercial empire of football. 

With the kind of money there is in football and in 
sport today the temptation for corruption is surely 
proportionate, Think of the vested interests and how 
much money they stand to lose if a successful, high 
profile sportsman is busted for drugs and disappears 
from the marketplace forever, Even back in 1988 one 
can only imagine how much money was Jost by various 
interests when their client, Ben Johnson, was caught for 
steroids, 

It would take no more than a poorly paid, mildly 
corrupt, junior lab technician to tamper with the 
samples and, guess what, the cheat is declared innocent. 

Watch for lots more on this story. 


eet of entrepreneurs, what a splendid picture it 
would have been to them, that sea of humanity at 
North Sydney Oval in the opening round of the Ericsson 
Cup. 

‘And I don’t just mean Mark Goldberg, the Spirit's 
primary stakeholder, 1 mean anyone else in the 
‘commercial sector who might be curious enough about 
the earning potential of football. 

Of course it is,for many years now that 
commentators — tigre among them — have been 
calling for the fast-tracked corporatisation of the game 


in this country, in particular the NSL clubs. It's been the 
reality that clubs with a social agenda, and the security 
cushion of being bailed out by communities whenever 


Macarthur Rams 


SUPER LEAGUE 


TRIALS 


For your chance to join this ambitious and 


progressive club be at 


Lynwood Park 
Rangers Road, St Helens Park 
on 


U/18s Tuesday, 27th October 6.30pm 
U/21s Thursday, 29th October 6.30pm 


Players must be ready to start at the 
above times 


Further Information: 
Contact the Rams Office on 


B (02) 4625 1333 


STRICTLY between 
9.30am and 2.30pm weekdays 


they are in strife, cannot succeed long term. But the 
brave ones who will invest and are happy to be 
accountable to commercial needs will. 

Nick Tana and his fellow investors in Perth have 
already demonstrated that the commercial agenda can 
reap profits and catapult the sport to the highest of 
profiles. 

Now the signs are there that Goldberg is about to do 
the same, as is Nick Politis and his brave new men at 
Sydney Olympic. 

Let it all be an example to other hard-nosed 
businessmen who have treated the profit potential of 
soccer in this country with unseemly disdain. 


tle social evolution of soccer in this country has 
taken a sharp turn and is speeding towards a new 
era. Evidence is where the largest crowds, or at least the 
record crowds, are and have been. 


‘The record regular game crowd is held by the 
Northern Spirit, the previous record by Newcastle KB 
United and the third largest by Perth Glory. And the 
record crowd for a club“game is held by the Brisbane 
Strikers, or at least by their home ground when they 
hosted the Grand Final two seasons ago. 

‘What's the common thread? Not one of them is an 


wth 


ethnically based club. So gone is what was the reality in 
the 60s and even 70s: that the only mass market in club 
soccer in Australia is in the migrant communities. 

‘This is not to dismiss the ethnically-based clubs of 
course. It is they who have revolutionised the game 
here, it is they who set the benchmarks, it is they who 
produced our best players and they who, with their 
historical contribution, created this new market. 
They should be pleased that their hard work 
has finally led to a conversion of other 
Australians to the game they spread with 
missionary zeal. 


Grade Coach. 


7 Charlton Street, 


&4q Bankstown City 
: Lions SC 

NSW SUPER LEAGUE 
1999 SEGSON 


The Club is inviting applicate for the position of 
First 


Expressions of interest and details of coaching 
experience should be forwarded to: 


YAGOONA NSW 2199 


Final Date: 
30th October 1998 


Enquiries: 
Club Secretary 9707 1559 


lbeen thrust into the hottest seat in Australian 
soccer — the banana chair occupied by the 
Chairman of Soccer Australia. 
Please, a big Four Diegos welcome to the newly 
elected Chairman of Soccer Australia — Basil Scarcela. 


QO: Guest of the Week this week is a man who has 


Diegos: “Congratulations on your appointment 
Basil, You bad to run a campaign virtually parallel to 
the Federal election. As you were conducting your 
shopping mall tours trying to win support, kissing 
babies and shaking hands - did anyone yell out — 
Basil for PM along the way?” 

Scarcela: “They must have done, but 1 must say that 1 
didn’t hear them. T was more worried about the soccer 
rather than the politics.” 

Diegos: “Did you haye to go out and convince 
people that you were the man for the job or were you 
thrust into the position?” 

Scarcela: “I have got to say that I’m not a very good 
politician, that’s really not my scene. I've been deputy 
chairman to David Hill for the last three and a half years 
and I guess the stakeholders of soccer throughout the 
country saw what I was doing and must have liked what 
they saw, because they were pretty keen, when David 
decided to resign, to ask me to stand for the chairman’s 
role. After some thought I decided to take it on. T've 
been involved in soccer for a long time, pretty much at 
all levels and I’ve got young kids that keep me honest, 
so | thought | possessed a pretty good background to 
contribute something to the game.” 

Diegos: “Did David give you any tips, given that he 
has gone on to campaign for bigger and better 
things?” 

Scarcela: “No, David and | had a pretty good 
relationship but I think he was so busy trying to win his 
seat of Hughes that he wasn't to worried about soccer 
towards the end of his reign as chairman.” 

Diegos: “Now the Four Diegos research 
department tells us that you were quite a handy 
goalkeeper in your playing days. What goalkeeping 
qualities are you going to bring to the job that will 
allow you to cope with it more effectively? 

Will you parry away the media like you would 
parry a 30 metre drive? Will you employ time 
wasting tactics when the pressures on? Will you 
winge to the referee when someone challenges you in 
the boardroom?” 

Searcela: “Gees I'll probably be doing all of those 
things! That's an interesting question. Often the 
characteristics you display in sport are reflected in 
business in some form or another. The sort of qualities 
that I’m hoping to bring to the chairmanship include 
reliability and stability. The game needs a consensus 
chairman who can nurture unity and financial stability. 
So, if you relate it to the skills of a goalkeeper, if you 
can get stability and reliability, 1 reckon you're in 
business.” 

Diegos: “At The Four Diegos School of Languages, 


CoLouR BROCHURE 


GERMANY 


Ww 
Ww 
Ww 


Soccer coaching videos books 
HOLLAND, BRAZIL, ITALY, 


Reedswain: 
ustralia ‘ 


02 9584 2201: 


FoR COACHES, PLAYERS .- 


SCARCELA MEETS 
THE FOUR DIEGOS 


we've done some research and have discovered that 
your surname means ‘pocket’. What we need to 
imnow is, what’s in your back pocket, what’s up your 
sleeve, and what magic are you going to bring to 
aussie soccer? Consider this a second job interview 
by the way!” 

‘Scarcela; “Its news to me that ‘Scarcela’ means back 
pocket. You learn something new every day. 
~ “What's in my back pocket? You look across the 
country - is the game united? The answer, absolutely 
not. What are we going to do to get the game united? 1 
think we've had a pretty good start over the last month 
with all the state federations coming together. There's a 
mood of cooperation that | have never seen in the game 
before. Just imagine if we could capture the 600,000 
people who play the game in this country, plus their 
families suddenly you have millions of people who are 
interested in the game, millions of people that the 
corporate world could have access to. Back pocket? I 
think getting the game together, working together, 
getting the corporate world realising the potential that is 
in the game, and | think all of us, and the game 
especially, will benefit from it.” 

Diegos: “The loss against New Zealand in the 
Oceania Cup was described by Mike Cockerill of The 
Age in Melbourne, as Pathetic, Bumbling, Stumbling 
& the Socceroos’ worst performance ever. 

“The loss cost the code here in Australia some 
much needed money, You've had time to reflect on 
the game — what are your thoughts?” 

Scarcela: “Not a good start was it? 1 was hoping you 
weren't going to ask about that. Clearly, when you look 
at the events of the World Cup qualifiers against Iran in 
November, and you look at the Oceania Cup final, 
financially it certainly cost us. More importantly though, 
we are going miss out on comparing, ourselves to the 
pest in the world in the Confederations Cup. For me that 
is the saddest part of what happened. 

“Why did it happen? Well there are lots of experts in 
hindsight, but we embarked on a strategy in relation to 
qualifying for the Confederation Cup by using home 
based players, in full support of Raul Blanco, the 
national coach. Why did we do that? We wanted to give 
the locally-based players the opportunity to gain some 
international experience. We also wanted to be fair to 
the overseas based players in terms of bringing them 
back for a month and therefore missing four or five 
games in the European season. ‘You take all these things 
into account - we believe we were justified in using 
‘Australian based players. In the end it didn’t work but 
anybody can lose a cup final.” 

Diegos: “Northern Spirit’s first game versus 
Sydney Olympic attracted a great crowd of 
approximately 19,000 people, This must be really 
pleasing for you?” 

Scarcela: “Delighted ! I think the Ericsson Cup for 
the 1998/ 99 season, is shaping up to be one of the best 
seasons ever. We've had some interesting developments 
in the national league. Northern Spirit is one. In its first 
game it attracted 19,000 people, 
that’s an excellent turn out. 
Clearly they provided the 
product and people came. Tm 
sure they will continue to 
provide the right product both 
on and off the pitch that will 
attract the people consistently. 

“Private investment is 
coming into the national league 
and it is adding a new 
dimension to the game. 
Northern Spirit, early days but 
great. Perth Glory, two seasons 
in the league and they are 
attracting average crowds of 
15,000 people and they haven't 
qualified for the finals yet. 
When they do, I’m sure those 
crowds will grow to 20,000, 
Really, the benchmarks have 
been set by those two clubs. The 
others must follow otherwist 
they are going to be left behind 
‘That’s the challenge for thi 
other 13 clubs.” 

Diegos: “Adios Basil, Goo 


& a | Luck for the season.” 
Scarcela: “Thanks Diego 
ENTHUSIASTS Ole!” 
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Australian News 


‘asey Wehrman is one of the most excit- 

ing players in the Ericsson Cup. He is 
also one of the nicest guys around, as you 
will see... 


1: Kasey, how difficult was it being out of 
the game for so long, and was there any- 
thing specific you did to help you get 
through that difficult period? 

It was very frustrating and family and friends 
was my biggest help. 


2: In a word, describe John Kosmina? 
Positive, 


3: In a word describe yourself? 
Confident. 


4: If you were not a footballer, what do you 
think you would be doing? 
Most probably another sport. 

5: Do you often go back to Cloncurry and 
what is it like there? 
When | can in the holidays it is great, 


because | love family and there’s lots of 
them. 


MOUNT PRITCHARD 
FEDERATION SOCCER CLUB 


1999 State League 
Trials 


are being held at 


AMALFI OVAL, 


LURNEA 


Sunday 25th October 


Sunday 1st November 
Under 18 — 11.00am 


Under 21 — 1.00pm 

1st Grade — 3.00pm 
ENQUIRIES: 

Santo CaLTABIANO 9602 2363 
A/Hours 
FRANK Drypen 9608 1290 
A/Hours 
Sue Hartas 9673 4939 


6: Outside of football, what do you like 
doing? 
Trying to play golf, fishing. 


7: Ideal woman? 
I'll tell you when | find her! 


8: Best player in Australia? The world? 
Paul Trimboli 


9: In ten years where would you like to be? 
Still playing if this body can stay glued 
together, or coaching. 


10: Fav holiday destination and why? 
Cloncurry because of family and especially 
my grandma and grandpop's place because 
of the peace and quite of Cloncurry (fishing). 


11: Favourite music? 
R&B 


12: Why does Wayne Knipe change his 
hair colour so often? 
Takes away from when he doesn’t score 
goals. 


13: Do you practice you goal celebrating 
backflips? How many goals can you 
score this year? 

No | don’t practice backflips and hopefully 
around 10 goals. 


14: Complete this sentence: Love is...... 
What you want it to be. Because sometimes 
people don’t tell you that they love you but if 
you really look, they show you that they do 
love you. 


All the best Kasey and keep those backflips 
up, we love them! 


A.C, UNITED 


SOCCER CLUB 


Tony Henderson 


First Grade at 4.00pm 


Contact: 


Youth League — Division 1 
Youth League Co-ordinator Osvaldo El Ali 
Saturday 24th & 31st October 

Saturday 7th & 14th November 


Contact: 

John Palmano — (M) 018 221 131 
(H) 9636 8417 @ (W) 9604 6000 
Contact: 

Terri Forbes (H) 9725 7455 


ALL TRIALS ARE TO BE HELD AT THE 
ABRUZZI FIELD 
11 ELIZABETH ST, WETHERILL PARK 


SOCCER TRIALS 
1999 SEASON 


A.C. UNITED SOCCER CLUB 
Head Coach Former Socceroo Captain 


State League — Division 1 
U18 at 12,00pm & U21 at 2.00pm 


Sunday 8th, 15th & 22 November 


Frank Falcone — (M) 0411 381 969 (W) 9267 1611 
Nick Poreca — (W) 9756 2522 (M) 015 109 527 


UI3s — 9am @ Ul4s — 11am U15s — Ipm @ Ul6s — 


-ZEBRAS' SEOUL 
BROTHER! 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


| kK Dongi-ki is the latest South Korean 
player to break into the Ericsson Cup. 
Following the success of Kim Pan-keun and his 
Marconi team-mate Yoon Sang-chul, Adelaide 
City have jumped on the bandwagon, recruiting 
their very own. 

Kim, 27, is ona six week guest stint from South 
Korean club Pohang Steelers. 

Adelaide City have an option to buy him after 
that period, but coach Zoran Matic has already 
indictated that Kim will be added to his squad. 

“He'll be signed for three years” Matic said, 

Kim went straight into the line-up for the clubs 
opening round defeat to Perth Glory, deputising for 
veteran Milan Ivanovic, who's expected to be out 
for another 2-3 weeks with an achilles problem, in 
the sweeper position. 

According to Matic, Kim is.a versatile player, 

Not only can he play at sweeper, bet hé can fill 
the stoppers position as well’as slotting anywhere 
into the midfield. 

Matic seems to be a big fan of the South Korean 
players after having Kim Pan-keun under his 
charge at Marconi last season. 

He rates the former South Korean intemational 
highly saying; “He's the best sweeper, and one of 

| the best players in Australia, you don’t find too 
| many players like him around.” 
| Matic said that the Zebras were probably lucky 
| to lose 1-0 in the game aginst Perth, 

“We conceded a goal early and left ourselves 
| open at the back through too much attacking. 


“We didn’t create enough chances. They 
(Perth) are-a well organised team, 

“Playing away doesn’t bother me but we've 
got to learn to be a lot more careful at home” ended 
Matic. 


Matic will be hoping that his new Korean 


signing will be as good as Marconi’s 
Kim (above). 


WESTFIELDS 
BO IT AGAIN IN EUROPE 


lowing the great 5-3 victory over Leeds 
last week, Westfields Sport High were fit- 
ted against the strong Barton Spa High 


School team, who traditionally dominate com- 
petitions in the Yorkshire area. 


TRIALS 


program. 


Australia 


Junior League 


Youth League 
3pm 


U/13 9.00am U/M4 10.00am 


UA6 12.30pm 


Frank Howieson 


!1999 JUNIOR AND YOUTH LEAGUE 


GRANVILLE SCOOP 


Granville & District Soccer Football Association has 
obtained the services of National Staff Coach — 
DAVID LEE to oversee our 1999 selections and coaching 


According to Superstar HARRY KEWELL 
DAVID LEE Is The Best Youth Development Coach In 


‘Avail yourself of David's talents by playing Junior or Youth 
League for Granville Association. 


ALL TRIALS WILL BE HELD AT GARSIDE PARK 


Saturday 24/31 October, 7/14 November 
U/1 1.30pm U2 3.00pm 
(All players trialing for Junior League must reside with in the 
Granville Association Boundaries). 


Sunday 25 October, 1/8/15 November 
UNS 11.00am 


Coaches and Managers required for all age groups. 
All. coaches must have a Level 2 Coaching Certificate or be 
enrolled in a Level 2 course. 


For further information please contact: 


@ 9633.3503 or 0415.403560 


‘The game finished 2-2 in atrocious conditions, 
with strong wind and rain, Both teams showed 
great pride and still put on.a wonderful exhibition 
of soccer, 

On Monday 12th October Westfields played the 
Fulham 16s, winning 3-2, in a 
yery physical encounter. After a 
fast and furious start defender 
Mathew Hunter managed to 
chip a lovely ball through the 
Eric Anabalon, who dummied 
the defender to score in the 20th 
minute. 

Fulham applied pressure for 
the rest of the half, scoring just 
before half-time. 

Early in the second half goal- 
keeper Chad Taylor saved an 
important penalty. The team ral- 
lied, from a short comer to Brad 
Grover a cross went to Mathew 
Rosier who volleyed into the 
left corner, 2-1, 

A Peter Giurrisevich header 
then made it 3-1. 

A determined fight-back from 
Fulham only managed to pull 
one goal back. Final score 3-2, 

As we noted last week, these 
boys are paying their way for 
this tour, a tour which has been 
very successful so far. 

We will try to keep you 
informed on their continuing 
progress. 


By Aidan Ormond 


Australian Features | 


alter Ardone, Sydney 
United's new signing, loves 
books. Sociology, 
philosophy, novels, self- 


help, you name it he reads it. “There 


is not a day that goes by that | don’t 
have a book in my hand,” says 
Ardone. 

Not the clichéd image of a professional 
footballer, particularly one with a legion of 


female fans, an acting/modelling agent 


(the air-conditioning commercial during 
France 98?) and still young enough to 
have the best years ahead of you. This is 
the dichotomy that is Walter Ardone — 
studious and philosophical off-field; 


All pics of Walter Ardone courtesy of }° 
Melbin photography. st 


ROCKDALE CITY SUNS 


SOCCER CLUB 
All Correspondence to — = 
PO Box 95, Rockdale NSW 2216 


YOUTH LEAGUE TRIALS 


Saturday 24th October 
U13s, U14s — 10.00am 
U15s, U16s — 12.30pm 
Sunday 25th October 
SENIOR TRIALS 
First Grade G1 Second Grade 0 Under 18s 
10.30am 
VENUE: 
Rockdale Minden Sports Centre 


210 West Botany St, Arncliffe 
(ENTRANCE Opp. TERRY & SPRING ST) 


All the youth and senior trials will supervised by the newly 
appointed coach and director of coaching Jerry Gomez, 
and his staff. 


Prone Enquiries PLease Catt Jim ON 


9567 2363 or 019 666 195 


exciting and lively on, 

For the Argentine bom player (his 
father is actually Italian) Sydney 
United is his fourth club. He began 


his senior career with Parramatta |" 
Eagles, under the tutelage of one of 
the game's legends, current Cosmos 
coach Rale Rasic, 

“Originally Raul Blanco was there, 
then Rale. There was a great team 
spirit and a good side, but Rale 
] | made me cut my hair! We had some 
skilful players, like Chee Chee 
(Gabriel) Mendez and Jason 
Falzon.” 

From there it was down to 
Melbourne, and the struggling 
Heidelberg United. 

“On the field things were brilliant, 
Unfortunately we did not have a 
striker to finish the chances we 
ay made. So many times we would lose 
1-0. The coach was hounding the 
committee to buy him a striker, if we 
had a finisher we would have done 
much better. 

“Melbourne was great. We would 
go out for coffee down Chapel Street 
and we all got on, just the results let 
us down (they finished last).” 

Following this stint, it was back to the harbour city, 
and the turbulent waters of Sydney Olympic. 

“The Olympic years? Very interesting (laughs). 
When | was there | had more coaches than | care to 
remember. There was Raskopoulos, Ratcliffe, Mitchell, 
Harcombe, Mariani, Estavillio. Mind you, to this day | 
| cannot understand why Mitchell was not given the job 
after he took over when Ratcliffe left. 

“We changed our formation after that successful 
| season in 95/96 and that made it difficult and some 
players were questioning why, and this may have been 
= a contributing factor to the Ratcliffe era not working in 
the second year. 

“| left on good terms which is important. | have many 
great friends from Olympic.” 


eS, MANLY it 


His club commitments 
however were punctuated 
by one appearance for the 
Socceroos, in Chile three 
years ago, an experience 


me js WARRINGAH 


DOLPHINS ee a lasting memory 
onhim. 
YOUTH LEAGUE TRIALS at was great ee the 
% z. professional attitude of the 
Meni Weringey Sei ayree afeeder | overseas stars, it was like 


nothing | had seen in 
Australia. 

“It was very much a 
learning experience for me, 
seeing how these stars 
carried themselves and 


Northern Spirit 
-Football Club 


are holding trials for players with 
representative experience at 
CROMER PARK 
DEE WHY WEST 
Times: 6.00pm to 8.00pm sharp 


Age? 26 


Under 13s, 14s, 15s, 16s 
Monday 2nd, 9th, 16th November Weight: 76K 
Wednesday 4th, 11th, 18th November 
Registrations at 5.30pm 
Height: 175Cii 
Enquiries: Hetenv: 
Mark Channell — Secretary 
(H) (02) 9944 0220 @ (M) 0411 507 010 
Ray Fanning — Rep Convenor 
(H) (02) 9451 6732 @ (M) 0418 237 114 


Aol DER 


Education: Studied 
Physical Education 


prepared themselves, It was a real eye-opener.” 


ae current chapter in his playing book is Sydney United, 
and teaming up with ex-coach David Mitchell has been 
a rewarding experience for the midfielder. 

“It's been great, the players have really welcomed me, 
and everything has been sorted out off the field, which is 
good. Mitch of course is a great coach. 

“Next Sunday is going to be a quality game against 
Olympic at Edensor Park, the Olympic fans will probably 
boo me but | would not have it any other way!” 

Yet being in the spotlight is something he is getting used 


to. 

“| did the TV commercial for the air-conditioning under 
the assumption that, like they said, it would only be shown 
in Asia. However, watching the World Cup there we were 
(Norman Tome was also in the ad which was shot at 
Parramatta Stadium). 

“Two days work in the sun. It was quite enjoyable, | am 
with Performance Promotions which gets me work and it 
keeps me busy outside of playing.” 

And the future? 

“| have had opportunities in the past to play overseas 
and | should have taken them, but | wouldn't trial, | would 
only go if there was a firm deal.” 

‘Asked where he will be in twenty years he says he would 
like to be a family man, retired and successful. Probably 
curled up with a good book, which, for this Puma, would be 
the cat’s whiskers, and a happy ending to the story of his 
career, 


ARDOT 


Pav player: Juan Veron 
Pav music: Pearl Jam 


Most memorable moment: 
lly first goal for 
Sydney Olympic, 
ironically against 
Sydney United. 


| John Economos 


ix Sydney Olympic 
players last Thursday 
morning took time out 


from Branko Culina’s 
training regime to journey to 
Sydney’s Westmead for a double 
goodwill mission. 

The first was to visit the 
Helicopter rescue base of ‘Child 
Flight’ and the second was to pay a 
visit to see some sick young 
children patients in the adjacent 
‘The New Children’s Hospital’, 
previously named Westmead 
Children’s Hospital. 

For Mission No 1, The Sydney 
Olympic Soccer Club has agreed to 
lend its name as well as players to 
make the general public aware of 
just what ‘Child Flight’ is all about, 
and simultaneously assist in the 
raising of urgently needed funds for 
this special rescue unit, 

‘Child Flight's ‘ Public Relations 
and Marketing manager, Tracey 
Wigg, elaborated : “Child Flight 


urgently needs to raise some $1.3 
million to keep our helicopter in the 
air with two pilots, 

“The Government only sponsors 
50% of our needed funds. 

“Child Flight is a free rescue 
service which costs $5,600 per 
‘service. 

“Basically Child Flight is the only 
such service of its kind in the 
southern hemisphere, a service 
where the response time is most 
critical. 

“We can be in the air within 20 
minutes. We have a squad of 
seven pilots with just one chopper, 

“Every rescue mission though 
requires two pilots to raise the 
safety rate by 100 times. It's always 
safer and far more effective to have 
‘two flying our helicopter.” 

Ms Wigg went on to explain: “We: 
have saved some 2,080 children 
since our operation started back in 
1989. 

“More and more demands have 
been made on our service in recent 
years because only nine hospitals 
in all of NSW have the necessary 


indrew Page (15 years old) with Olympic stars Peter Tsekenis, 
Ante Juric and Pablo Cardozo. 


DIVISION ONE 
1999 vouTH 


LEAGUE TRIALS 
Under 13 — 9.00am 
Under 14 — 11,00am 
Under 15 — 1.00pm 
Under 16 — 3.00pm 


Stanmore Hawks 
Youth League 
Division One Trials 
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ERICSSON CUP STARS SHOW THEIR HEART 


Olympic’s stars on the Child Flight Helicopter with Tracey Wigg and 
Kathy Sullivan Campaign coordinator. 


intensive care facilities that are 
needed in rescue work. 

“Sydney has seven such 
hospitals with these facities and 
there is one each in Newcastle and 
Canberra. 

“We also need a new helicopter 
which is bigger and has a far longer 
flight-range. 

“Such a new helicopter costs 
$5.5million. It's a french made 
machine named ‘Dauphin’. 

“With such a chooper we'll be 
able to do far more rescue 
missions than now. 

“Our response time can also be 
faster. 

“The one you can see here is 
German made and is called a 
BK117. 

“Our relationship with the 
Sydney Olympic Club and its 
players is to amplify the awareness 
of our rescue operations available 
to all children under 15 years of 
age almost anywhere in NSW,” 
ended the Wigg. 


Dates: 


Every Monday and Wednesday 


Venue: 


TASKER PARK 


(PHILLIPS St, CANTERBURY) 


Times: 


ne quick recovery for Andrew 
wv > and all the kids in the wards, 
) Ss 


y) 


Mission No 2 was for the Sydney 
Olympic players to pay a special 
visit the New Children’s Hospital 
situated next to the Heli-pad. 

Armed with Sydney Olympic T- 
shirts, posters, fixture cards, copies 
of Soccer Weekly, and Olympic 
head-bands as gifts for the 
children, the Olympic players 
meandered through the vast wards 
within the ultra-modern medical 
operation. 

One of the first patients the 
Olympic players visited was 15 
year old Andrew Page from Port 
Macquarie. 

Little Andrew, who suffers with a 
damged liver, has been in hospital 
for three months waiting for a 
suitable liver donor . 

When Olympic’s skipper Peter 
Tsekenis asked him what sport he 
played, Andrew bounced back with: 
“| did play a little Soccer before | 
got sick. 

“| played for the Port Eagles at 
Port Macquarie,” ended the little 
soldier. 

Soccer Weekly wishes a 


MOUNT PRITCHARD 
FEDERATION SOCCER CLUB 


1999 Youth 
League Trials 


are being held at 
AMALFI OVAL, LURNEA 
Sunday 18th October 


6.00pm — 8.00pm 
Ages: 
Grades 13s, 14s, 15s, 16s 


AT; — THE WEIR RESERVE BRUCE 
NEALE DRIVE (off Great Western Highway) 
PENRITH 
Sunday 18 & 25 October 
Sunday 1 November 


Saturday 24th & 3ist October 
Saturday 7th November 
Under 13 — 9.00am 
Under 14 — 11.00am 
Under 15 — 1.00pm 
Under 16 — 3.00pm 
ENQUIRIES: 

Santo Cattasiano 9602 2363 
A/Hours 
Sue Hartas 9673 4939 


FoR MORE INFO CONTACT 
Sam SkonTos ON 


(0413) 872 808 


FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: : 
PRESIDENT ALAN PERKINS 


0418 401 370 


LEo Harris ON 


(0417) 678 607 


AUSTRALIA BOOKS PASSAGE TO FINALS 


AUSTRALIA .........--22------3 
(Julie Murray 2m, Bridgette Starr 13m, 
Lisa Casagrande.67m) 


NEW ZEALAND .. 
(Nicky Smith 77m) 


sone 


he Matildas are off to the Third FIFA 

Women’s World Cup following their 

emphatic 3-1 win over rivals New Zealand 

in Saturday’s do-or-die final of the Oceania 
World Cup Qualifiers at Mt Smart Stadium No.2 in 
Auckland. 

‘The Kiwis gave Australia an early scare 50 seconds 
into the match, surging forward and earning a freekick 
95 metres out on the right. Captain Terry McCahill 
floated the ball to the far post and the close range 
headed shot sailed not that far wide. 

But it was star striker Julie Murray, celebrating her 
50th ‘A’ international cap with captaincy for the day, 
who gave the Matildas the perfect start, scoring as early 
as the 2nd minute. Midfielder Lisa Casagrande worked 
the ball up the right flank before laying the ball short to. 
Murray who scored in typical stylish fashion, curling the 
ball into the top comer of the net from 18 metres on the 
right. 

Before a vocal home crowd of almost 2000, the Kiwis 
earned a good share of the possession and continued to 
push hard in attack, testing the metal of the Aussie 
defence. 

But it was Bridgette Starr who became the next 
Aussie hero, Fullback Starr could not have scored her 
first international goal at a better moment, doubling the 
Matildas’ lead in the 13th minute. A throw-in on the 
right found its way to Murray who held off her marker 


THIS TIME 


WE DON’T 


THROW AWAY OUR LEAD! 


and laid the ball square. Arriving at full pace, Star's 
first time low strike from the edge of the 18-yard found 
its way -under Kiwi keeper Rachel Howard's 
‘outstretched body. 

Australia looked sharp on the ball, combining well 
and displaying their slick professional best despite the 
enormous pressure of the fixture. All efficiently 
performing their jobs both in attack and closing down 
quickly in defence, the Matildas were clearly the 
superior team. Murray, Sharon Black and Natalie 
Thomas all had good opportunities to increase the 
advantage. 

After the break, the Kiwis were fired up, trying 
desperately to break the Australian backline in the now 
very gusty conditions, and won two freekicks within six 
minutes which thankfully were blocked. For the first 
time, a little tension started to show on the Matildas, and 
the odd errant pass and rushed tackle crept into their 
game. The Aussies were far from safe yet, remembering 
that the Socceroos had failed from a 2-0 lead in their 
World Cup campaign. 

But the side soon regathered, and in the 63rd minut 
a Murray drive was cleared off the line by a Kir 
defender, the loose ball then sent just wide by the 
hardworking Natalie Thomas. Then four minutes later, 
Casagrande, who had'missed selection on the fast tour, 
made count her revitalised form by putting Australia 


three ahead, a much more comfortable lead. With time 
and space 20 metres out on the right, Casagrande had no 
hesitation in sending a neat chip over the keeper, the ball 
hitting the underside of the crossbar before bouncing 
well over the line. 

New Zealand's Nicky Smith fired in a goal to lift the 
sliding hopes of the home side thirteen minutes from 
full-time. A Melissa Ruscoe long throw-in was not 
cleared and Smith surged in to fire home low from 12 
metres, The young midfielder had only learned of her 
grandmother's death soon before kickoff. The Kiwi 
goal sparked a little more life into ‘the contest as NZ 
fought desperately to score another, but Sacha Haskell 
twice sent the ball well wide. The deficit proved too 
great to overcome for the Kiwis in the end. 

‘The final whistle signalled Australia becoming the 
13th nation to qualify for the 3rd FIFA Women’s World 
Cup to be hosted in the USA in June-July 1999, 

‘The Australians were a well-oiled unit with no weak 
links, but stamping their authority on the game were 
Murray creating danger up front, the lively Alison 
Forman in central midfield, and Starr at left fullback. 
‘The one disappointment from the day was the late injury 
to fullback Sarah Cooper a minute before full-time, a 
suspected cruciate injury to her right knee. Cooper has 
already suffered the setback of a knee reconstruction 
eighteen months ago on her other knee. 


National Coach Greg Brown was naturally elated 
with the Matildas’ achievement. “This was a vital result 
for Australia,” he said. “Without it, our medal chances 
at the 2000 Olympics would have been severely 
diminished. This is the first step for us in our three 
stage plan - the first was to qualify, and the second is fo 
do well at the World Cup with a top eight finish, Then 
twelve months later, it’s to get into the top three at the 
Olympics. I feel with our preparation between now and 
the World Cup, we'll certainly do well. 

“Always any competition between Australia and New 
Zealand is an emotional contest which adds extra spice 
that you don’t get with any other international,” he 
added. “I was most pleased with the way the team 
handled the pressure so well today and played good 
soccer, The early goal really settled them and they got 
con with the job.” 

“J would've liked another goal in the first half —two 
goals is always a dangerous lead. So at halftime, told 
them to continue pushing for a third and a fourth goal 
straight from the kickoff. The time at which the third 
goal was scored, I believed New Zealand couldn't come 
back from there and that’s when T felt comfortable.” 

Brown also commented on what many may have 
thought a surprise selection for the final, striker Natalie 
Thomas. “Initially Natalie wasn’t selected for this tour, 
but since coming in she’s shown she is capable of 
handling the pressure. As I hoped, she played her 
normal game, and she’s come through this whole 
experience a far better player.” 

‘Australia: Kitching, Bartlett, Starr, Tann-Darby, 
Cooper (Taylor 91), Black, Salisbury, Forman, 
Casagrande (Boyd 72), Thomas (Iannotta 81), Murray 
[capt]. 


MATILDAS AND SWANZ 
DO IT EASY IN SEMI-FINALS 


AUSTRALIA ..........+..-22...17 
Julie Murray 3m, 23m, 47m, Angela lannotta 7m, 
43m, Katrina Boyd 23m, 39m, Sharon Black 33m, 
40m, 55m, Joanne Peters 49m, 53m, 58m, 81m, 
‘Alicia Ferguson 69m, 72m, Chery! Salisbury 83m) 


[Ab | ested 


NEW ZEALAND ............--..5 
(Wendi Henderson 4m, Michelle Cox 14m, 
Jennifer Carlisle 39m, Pernille Andersen 40m, 54m) 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA . 


s expected, Australia and New Zealand 

advanced to Saturday’s final of the Oceania 

World Cup Qualifiers with comfortable 

semi-finals wins last Thursday evening in 
Auckland. 

The Matildas defeated a physical Fiji 17-0 in blustery 
conditions, the task made even easier with two Fijians 
sent off in the first half. 

In the later semi, New Zealand proved too strong for 
hopefuls Papua New Guinea, winning 5-0 after veteran 
‘Wendi Henderson opened the scoring as early as the 4th 
minute, 

Julie Murray gave the Matildas the lead in the 3rd 
minute in what was her first game of the tournament 
following injury. Fed the ball near the left comer flag, 
Murray nutmegged her marker and from an acute angle 
near the goal-line, neatly dinked her shot inside the near 

st. 

Fellow striker Angela Tannotta doubled the lead four 
minutes later, unchallenged as she charged towards goal 
to line up a drive from 14 metres out, 

‘Yet despite thé early lead, the favourites were not in 
total control early on, Fiji pushing forward at every 
opportunity against an unorganised Australian defence. 
Fiji enjoyed a good share of the possession, earning 
themselves five comers and a freekick in the first half. 

But any plans Fiji had of threatening the Matildas 
received a fierce blow with Mereilisoni Aoireki's 
dismissal in the 18th minute, receiving an instant red 
card for retaliation on striker Angela lannotta. 

Finally Australia settled into a pattern more 


resembling their superior status and the goals soon 
followed with two inside 50 seconds in the 23rd minute. 
Right midfielder Katrina Boyd stabbed her boot at a 
Sharon Black cross as keeper Makelesi Moce came out 
to challenge, and Iannotta escorted the ball towards the 
far post to ensure it reached its target. Murray then 
stretched the lead to four, fully outstretched to drive the 
ball home first time from 16 metres. 

In the 33rd minute, Black buried a direct freekick 
from just outside the 18-yard box, a fantastic left foot 
curler which left the keeper dumbfounded. 5-0. Boyd 
added another six minutes later, heading home a Black 
cross unchallenged. 6-0. Another minute and another 
goal to Black, her strike from 20 metres out headed by a 


defender on the line, but the ball bouncing off the post 
and in. 7-0, 

Fiji were further demoralised in losing their second 
player late in the first half, defender Julia Mathias 
shown a second yellow card as she bustled Murray off 
the ball enroute to goal. 

‘The resultant freekick was fed low by Black in to 
Jannotta, the shot finding its way under the keeper's 
body. 8-0 and half-time. 

Murray recorded a hat-trick for the Matildas two 
minutes after the break, a rocket from 25 metres through 
a crowded box. 9-0. Central 


National Coach Greg Brown was not at all happy 
after the semi-final. “This has been the worst possible 
preparation going into such a tough final,” he said, “We 
needed good opposition and they weren't able to provide 
it. They were a bad team to start with, but then with the 
two sent off, it made it into a hopeless exercise from our 
point of view. 

Australia: Kitching, Bartlett, Starr, Swaffer, Cooper 
{capt], Black, Peters, Forman (Tann-Darby 59), Boyd 
(Ferguson 56), Fannotta, Murray (Salisbury 66). 


midfielder Joanne Peters then 
sent a low drive from just outside | 
the 18-yard to open her account ag. 
two minutes later. 10-0. She ‘ 
followed up with a second 
another six minutes in, a missile 
into the top of the net from 26 
metres, 11-0. 

Black completed her hattrick 
in the 55th minute, a clinical first 
time low drive. 12-0. Peters 
followed with her hat-trick goal 
three minutes later, another 
pearler from 20 metres out. 13-0. 
A 69th minute goalmouth 
scramble resulted in an attempted 
clearance rebounding off the 
head of substitute Alicia 
Ferguson into goal. 14-0. 
Ferguson snatched a second goal 
three minutes later, her long 
range effort taking a deflection 
before flying past the keeper. 15- 
0. 


Peters notched up her fourth 
for the game with a sensational | 
blast from the right edge of the 
18-yard box. 16-0. Substitute 
Cheryl Salisbury was fouled 
inside the box in the $3rd minute, 
and slotted home the resultant 
penalty low to the left. 17-0. 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 2 
CANBERRA COSMOS 1 


By Mark Fowler 


‘ewcastle Breakers’ promising start to the 
season continued on Friday night with a 
hard-fought 2-1 victory over Canberra 
Cosmos. 

‘On a heavily sanded pitch in front of a crowd of 
4,883, Newcastle looked the better team in the first half 
and scored in the third minute through Man of the Match 
Brad Wieczorek. The Canberra defence stopped as a ball 
played into the far post seemed to find the Newcastle 
wingback in an offside position, but the assistant 
referee’s flag stayed down. Wieczorek showed good 
composure in committing Cosmos keeper Vilson 
Knezevic before flicking it over the top of him. 

If Canberra were unlucky with that decision, they also 
appeared unlucky not to have been awarded a penalty a 
couple of minutes later when experienced Newcastle 
goalkeeper Bob Catlin collided with an onrushing striker 
in the penalty area. Canberra appeals fell on deaf ears as 
referee Con Diomis waved play on. 

After those hectic first few minutes, Neweastle 
controlled the rest of the half. There were few chances 
created by either team, although Anthony Magnacca for 
Canberra showed great skill after 17 minutes by tuning. 
inside and finding his chip well pushed aside by Catlin, 

Far from being disheartened by their luck in the first 
half, Canberra took control of the game in the second 
period. For the first half an hour they pressed forward 
looking for an equaliser, with captain Ivan Zelic looking 
assured in midfield. Against the run of play however, 
Korean striker Sang-Chul Yoon made it 2-0 for 
Newcastle after 74 minutes. 

Newcastle had been forced to sit a bit deeper and try 
to use the pace of lively striker John Buonavoglia and on 
73 minutes Buonavoglia cut inside before thumping a 
shot straight at Knezevic, It made no difference though, 

$ minute later a scramble saw Yoon with an open 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD 2 
SYDNEY UNITED t) 
By John Economos 


ydney United’s captain and central defender 
Velimir Kupresak, celebrated his 200th game 
in the NSL last Saturday night at the Marconi 
Stadium under embarrassing circumstances 
when he was red-carded for ‘hand ball’ following a 
goal-bound header from Marconi’s Mike Smith. 
Marconi had to struggle against a defiant, depleted 
United before eventually running out 2-0 winners to 
secure the three valuable points. 
Following Kupresak’s dismissal all hopes of a United 
victory went down the drain as Marconi were able to 
flush in two goals. 


‘The first session ended not only scoreless but was a 
lustreless exhibition as both sides appeared tense, 
committing poor passes and squandering possession 
with monotonous regularity. 

Marconi eventually opened the score through a 


Robert Shannon 
goal from three metres out. The scramble had seen both 
Umlil and Wieczorek have shots, Wieczorek’s hitting 
the post, before Yoon was presented with his gift to 
make it 2-0 to Newcastle. 

It was hard on Canberra, whose play had deserved an 
equaliser, but they did pull one goal back through a 
penalty by Peter Buljan with nine minutes left. Umlil 
gave the penalty away, and while it meant Newcastle 
had a few nervous moments in the remainder of the 
game, they took all three points, 

Apart from Wieczorek, Newcastle was also well 
served by Glenn Sprod in defence and Scot Robert 


SOCCER cLus 


penalty in the 50th minute for the hand-ball offence 
committed by Kupresak. : 

Former South Korean international, Pan Keun Kim 
slammed his penalty drive to the far right comer to draw 
first blood for the home side. 

‘A sensational cracking right footed volley in the 67th 
minute scored by Marconi’s midfield skipper Brad 
Maloney, assured that Sydney United would crash to its 
first defeat of the new season. 

However ironically it was United that should have 
opened the scoreline in the 21st minute, 

Young and elegant striker Mile Sterjovski brilliantly 
blasted an on-target 25 metre rocket that was well 
blocked by Marconi’s well-positioned goalkeeper, Ante 
Covic. 

And just three minutes later United's central 
midfielder Walter Ardone, on the burst, exploded a 
lethal left footed drive that flashed just wide of the far 


post. 

Six minutes before the break, controversy broke out 
when Marconi’s Francis Awaritefe ‘scored’ with a 
header on the back post following a short comer taken 
by Marconi on the left side. But the ‘goal’ was 
disallowed by referee Mark Shield for an offside offence 
by another Marconi player. 

Following Kupresak’s dismissal, coach David 


Shannon in midfield. Shannon adapted well to the 
Slower Australian game and used his experience well, 
rarely losing possession and keeping it simple. 

For Canberra Daniel Burt picked up a harsh booking, 
but enjoyed a fascinating tussle all night against the 
quicker Buonavoglia. Out wide Harry James also 
performed well for the Cosmos, whose entire team 
‘contributed well in the second half. 

Newcastle coach Lee Sterrey was understandably a 
happy man after the game. 

“Tt was a real hard pitch to play on if you go out there 
it’s like a cow paddock. We're looking to keep the ball a 
lot more so it made it hard. In one way you are wanting 
the team to keep the ball but the ground doesn’t permit 


“Overall I thought in some ways we were lucky as we 
hit the post but it comes back to Yoon who had a cigar 
and tucked it away! 


“This was important not just for us, not for me, for 
the players but for the region and the town, We need 
people to come and support these blokes’ we need all 
the Novocastrians to come out and support us.” 

Sterrey agreed that a couple of decisions had gone his 
team’s way, a fact agreed by Canberra captain Ivan 
Zelic. Zelic was however delighted with his team’s 
performance. 

“As a unit that's probably the best game we've ever 


Mitchell was forced to bring on pacey substitute Joe 
Caleta as a right wingback, taking off Steve Berry and 
slotting right defender David Barrett into a central 
marking role to link up with Joe Vrkic in the heart of 
United's defence. 

Marconi’s hardworking, but luckless striker Kris 
Trajanovski, repeatedly tried to ignite his side into 
sharper offensive moves but lacked support from his 
men from the centre line. 

Until Marconi’s midfield quintet start to deliver a far 
greater supply of quality ball service, strike twins 
‘Awaritefe and Trajanovski will continue to struggle and 
suffer from such ‘starvation’. 

Marconi’s coach, Frank Farina, later stated: “I was 
disappointed that our first goal was disallowed, but they 
(United) are a good side and in the end I was very happy 
to secure the three League points. Obviously when they 
lost ‘Veli’ through a red card it knocked them out of 
contention. 

“We were very tense as it was our first home game 
in which some some new players were making their 
debut here, Our passing was woeful. It was a good move 
that set up Maloney for a goal and 1 thought that getting 
the first goal after they received a red card was a little 
lucky for us,” the philosophical Farina ended. 

Meanwhile an understandably dejected United coach, 
David Mitchell, analysed: “Last year we got a great start 
to the season but this year it as been an indifferent start. 
The first half I believe we had control of the game and 
they could not break us down, but with the sending off 
of Velimir, it killed us, Credit must be given to our boys 
that continued to fight on despite this huge handicap. 

“Their second goal was unbelievable and I thought 
that the referee had a good game which was good for a 
change,” ended Mitchell. 

Best performers for Marconi were twin centre backs 
Mike Smith and Dominic Longo, Kris Trajanovski plus 
left wingback Brendan Renaud, whilst for United their 
stars were sweeper Richard Plesa, left midfielder Peter 
Bennett and playmaker Walter Ardone. 
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played, including pre-season, and all the boys stuck 
together and we fought well to the end. It’s a shame that 
you play so well and you still don’t come away with the 
three points.” 

Canberra coach Rale Rasic said he was keen to see 
replays of Newcastle's first goal and the penalty that 
wasn’t given, but like his captain was delighted with 
Canberra's performance, 

“My team played sensational football tonight. 
Unbelievable football, I'm proud of my team and I'm 
proud of everything they do.” 

Overall people may look at Canberra, last scason’s 
bottom club, and see they are bottom again and expect 
the same this year. However, their supporters can take 
heart from a great second half performance and a 
spirited display. On another day if the decisions had 
gone their way then they could have easily got a draw or 
even the three points from the game, 

Newcastle has made a great start with a home victory 
and an away draw, and look a well-organised unit, Any 
clubs taking them lightly for the remainder of the season. 
will be in for a big shock. 
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WOLLONGONG WOLVES 2 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 1 
By Dwyght Tuffnell 


‘ollongong Wolves bounced back from their 

trouncing last week to get their first three 

points, and their first win in Melbourne for 

four years, against a disappointing 
Melbourne Knights side, 

‘The Knights had the bye last weekend and played like 
they had it again on Sunday as the Wolves, who weren't 
brilliant themselves, made them look second-rate. 

Tt was Wollongong’s second trip in as many weeks to 
Melbourne, this one a far happier one although coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos was anything but pleased with the side's 
performance, 

Wollongong had missed some golden opportunities in 
the second half, something that nearly cost them the victory. 

“You can’t go through 90 minutes totally dominating 
play, outscore them in the chances department 
concinvingly, and only win 2-1” a frustrated 
Theodorakopoulos said after the match, 

“Any other side would ha punished us, we should have 
been at least four or five up, ist not good enough.” 


The Knights, although it was their first game for the 
season, were simply toothless in all departments of the 
game and had it not been for young goalkeeper, Martin 
John, the scoreline could have been embarrassing. 

Their cause wasn’t helped by the sending off John 
Didulica, back after a long lay-off with injury, just two 
minutes into the second period. 

Tt wasn’t a great day for Didulica. 

Not only did he receive his marching orders from referee 
Gerry Connolly he also gave the penalty away that led to 
the Wolves’ first goal. 

Didulica, challenging Wolves’ Kosta Salapasidis, went 
down in the area and was adjudged by referee Connolly to 
have handled the ball whilst on the turf. 

Anthony Surjan made no mistake with the spotkick, 
sending John the wrong way. 

The Knights had made a reasonable start to the game. 
Tom Pondeljak could have put them in front within a 
minute of kick off but shot weakly at Leslie Pogliacomi 
after robbing Sebastian Sinozic on the half-way line. 

Wollongong though, were well in control after Surjan’s 
penalty and never looked like letting the lead slip running in 
to the half time interval, 

Didulica, who had been booked for his penalty box 
indiscretion earlier, copped another yellow card in the 47th 
minute for a clumsy tackle on Alvin Ceccoli. 

Four minutes afterwards, some gaping holes in the 


Knights defence were exposed as a Michael Brooks cross, 
which deflected off Jason Vukadin, found an unmarked 
Sasho Dimoski at the far post to easily tap in. 

The Wolves then preceded to carve open the Knights 
defence at will, their pace ofien finding the way in behind. 

Their domination however, was not rewarded as good 
goalkeeping and some tame finishing kept their score to 
Iwo. 

John, making his Ericsson Cup debut, made the first of a 
string a good saves in the $4th minute, stopping Salapasidis 
inhis tracks. 

Shortly after and it was another one on one situation but 
John again came up trumps, this time denying Brooks a first 
Wollongong goal. 

Finally it was substitute Raymond Younis who was 
thwarted by John in the last line, 

Those misses could have proven very costly as the 
Knights nearly forced what would have been an undeserved 
draw. 

Ivan Kelic pulled a goal back with four minutes left, 
heading in Ice Kutlesovski’s far post cross. 

‘Two minutes into stoppage time Tom Pondeljak nearly 
squeezed in an equaliser but his shot deflected off Robert 
Stanton. 

“In the end they had that half-chance to make it 2-2... 
not happy” said Theodorakopoulos, 

“We were a three or four goal better side and we only 
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win 2-1, if it was another side, we would have definitely 
lost, 

“We've still got a lot of work to do. We don’t look that 
bad when in possession, but we did look a little flat today.” 

Knights coach, Vid Horvat, who was not able to select 
Joe Didulica, Zoran Markoyski, Ante Deak or Ransford 
Banini, said he wasn't worried by what was an ordinary 
Knights showing. 


RAMPAGING BLUES DO IT AGAIN 


CARLTON 4 
ADELAIDE CITY 1 
By George Koukeris 


ddie Krncevic’s men know how the job is 

done, The Blues continued from were they 

left off last week against Wollongong, 

bagging another four goals to send Adelaide 
City weeping all the way home, 

Zebras coach Zoran Matic instructed his men early in 
the game about the dangers of poor co-ordination 
against a side like Carlton would prove yery costly. 

By the 11th minute, Bradley Hassell worked the ball 
down the right flank through the Blues defence line and 
crossed for Socceroo striker Damian Mori to blast his 
shot past Dean Anastasiadis in to the net. 

Adelaide was hot! Their midfield of Angelo 
Constanzo, Carlo Talladira, Hassell and David 
Terminello worked effectively to provide plenty of 
feporsites for Mori and Veart to keep the scoreboard 

sy. 

Meanwhile, the Blues were working to find an 
equalliser, 

‘The call was answered in the 34th minute when Lubo 
Lapsansky blasted a ripper from 35 metres that left a 
trail of turning heads into the top corner of Jason 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 2 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 1 
By John Economos 


ydney Olympic continued on their unbeaten path 
last Sunday night when they defeated a very well 
organised Brisbane Strikers 2-1 at Belmore Oval 
in a clash that saw two ‘own-goals’ rattle the 
targets in front ofa disappointing crowd of 9,348. 

Despite dominating virtually the entire First session, plus 
winning the overall comer count by 10 to nil, Brisbane was 
Jeft to lament how this match got away from them. 

The Queenslanders’ reliable ‘tracker’ and Kiwi 
international Chris Zoricich inexplicably in the 65th minute 
Steered a flat square ball into his own net that was fired into 
the box by Olympic’s dynamic right defender Scotty 
‘Thomas, in the 65th minute, 

And if that wasn't enough to embitter Brisbane, classy 
defender Glenn Gwynne in the dying seconds of the game 
was red-carded by referee Brett Hugo for a hand-ball 


Petkovic’s goal. 

As the first half was drawing to a close, both sides 
battled to gain the lead, 

Adelaide’s Costanzo and Dino Mennillo were doing 
their best to find the break but were disappointed to see 
their chances slip perilously close. 

Four minutes from half time, Carlton launched 
everything at Adelaide. 

Mark Atkinson mirrored the Zebras’ first goal, 


crossing into the penalty area to find Brazilian Alex 
Moreira positioned perfectly to head in his first goal in 
the N.S.L. 

At half time, Kmcevic instructed his men to add salt 
in the wound. 

An early goal would psychologically destroy any 
chance of a Zebras fightback. In the opposing change 
rooms, an echo of concern was heard as Matic repeated 
his warming about co-ordination and the lack of quality 
finishing to spur on his men. 

After 20 minutes, the Zebras fell apart as Petkovic 
lost grasp of a Tricarico chip and allowed the young 
champion a second chance to find the net. 


(Gwynne’s second bookable offence in the match). 

Having weathered a cyclonic Queensland storm for most 
of the first half, two minutes from the break it was left to 
Olympic's highly skilled striker Pablo Cardozo to crack 
Brisbane's defence and open the scoring, 

Chris Kalantzis, Jason Culina and Brett Emerton 
combined to set up Cardozo on the left, With great fluency 
Cardozo controlled possession, turned and slammed a lethal 
left footed flat drive into the far comer of the net. 

Just a minute before and a minute after his goal, the well 
visioned Cardozo twice set up his stocky strike colleague 
Norman Tome for shots at the Brisbane target. 

In the first instance Cardozo punched a lovely flat 
through ball into Tome’s path who than raced into the box, 
‘but his shot was well smothered by goalkeeper Clint Bolton 
who had flashed off his line. In the second instance Cardozo 
angled a ball wide to the right for Tome but the latter's low 
shot shaved the base of the left post. 

Finally in the 50th minute Brisbane were rewarded with 
‘an equaliser, A Wehrman free kick rifled in from the right 
found Hasris heading strongly on target despite picking up a 
deflection off defender Scotty Thomas’ chest the ball went 
in. 


Alex Moreira 
The Zebras fell into no-man’s land, Failing to 
capitalise on opportunities. 
Matic substituted Terminello and Damian Stam in 
hope that fresh legs might turn their luck, but the Blues 
allowed no chance as they held off the Zebras. 


Midway through the second half, Carlton delivered 
the final blow when Tricarico headed in a Andy Vlahos 
cross in the 76th minute to secure the top spot for the 
Blues. 

Two games on the trot with huge winning margins 
has given Eddie Kmcevic a satisfying lead over the rest 


of the field. “We must continue to work hard over the 


On the hour mark action aplenty exploded in Olympic’s 
box as a Cranney cross ignited a ferocious scramble for 
possession inside the six yard box. A shot was fired in 
which saw again another goal-line clearance by Taliadoros 
which Harper fired back in and again another block saved 
Olympic. 

But it could haye been ever so different had things gone 
the Queenslanders’ way early in the match. In the 10th 
minute, Brisbane's intelligent striker Andy Harper came 
close to drawing first blood as he latched onto a forward 
ball chipped in from the left, But from almost point blank 
range Harper's blast at the target was magnificently tumed 
for a comer by Olympic’s goalkeeper Jimmy Kourtis. 

‘Then in the 25th minute a Sean Cranney cross from the 
right was belted on target by left midfielder Jeromy Harris 
only to be denied joy by-a goal-line clearance byt stopper 
Kimon Taliadoros. 

‘The well organised Queensland midfield of Sean 
Cranney, Kasey Werhman, Chay Hews and Jeromy Harris 
repeatedly stormed through Olympic’s centre-line only 
to be thwarted by some luckless finishing. 

Brisbane boss John Kosmina, later stated: “If they 
(Olympic) are a million dollar team, thea my guys are a 


MATCH STATS | 


“BLUES: Anastasia, oe 
Colosimo, 80) 


(G).. 
Ebert 


next couple of matches to secure ourselves in the top 
four,” said Krneevic, 

“T was pleased with the performance of Tricarico” 
citing his two goals that ended Adelaide’s hopes of a 
win, 

Zoran Matic conceded the performance of Carlton 
outclassed his men. 

“I'm very disappointed” said Matic. “We lacked 
enthusiasm, we lacked determination and we let them 
steal the game from under our noses,” 


MATCH STATS 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC: Kourtis, Thomas, 
Tsekenis, Ciantar, Taliadoros, Kalantzis, 

Emerton, Brennan, J.Culina (Gonzalez 
sth Tome (N.Carle 76th), Cardozo (Juric 


SO SRISBANE STRIKERS: Bolton, Zoricich, ; 
| Gwynne, Laybutt, Meredith, S.Cranney 
| (North 76th), Hews (Packer 70th), Wehrman, 
‘Harris, Harper, Tollenaere (Knipe 65th). 
SCORERS: Sydney Olympic -Cardozo. 
44th and Zoricich 68th (0,g.) Brisbane 
Strikers-Thomas 50thm (0.9). 
RED CARD: G.Gwynne 89thm (Brisbane). 
~ CROWD; 9,348, 
REFEREE; B.Hugo, 
VOTES: 
3- Cardozo (Olympic) 
2- Gwynne (Brisbane) 
1- J,Culina (Olympic) 


$1.5 million team, 

Olympic coach Branko Culina said: “We were a bit 
naive with the wind and failed to play diagonal balls 
with their defence square, It was never going to be eusy 
for us at anytime. 
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ADELAIDE SHARKS 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 1 


knows the Hindmarsh stadium very well after his days at 
City, chipped the ball to Vaughan Coveny whose header 
went past David Miller to equalise at 1-1. 


By Rob Pepicelli 


outh Melbourne keeper Michael Petkovic was 
at his best to deny the Sharks a victory 
against last season's champions at Hindmarsh 
on Sunday, 

First half saw the Sharks completely dominate for the 
first.35 minutes with John Gibson, Richard Alagich and 
Alex Duric going close to scoring, 

Gibson had the best chance when his shot from 25 
metres out was brilliantly tipped over the bar by Michael 


Petkovic, 

John Gibson, recruited from Adelaide City, scored his 
second goal for the season, when a Branko Milosevic 
corner kick found his head, catching the defence of 
South flat-footed to make it 1-0 for the Sharks, 

When it looked like by how much were the Sharks 
going to win by, South Melbourne started to take control 
in the last ten minutes and were rewarded in the 43rd 
minute when specialist crosser, Goran Lozanoyski, who 


South Melbourne could have gone in at half time 2-1 
up when a good run by Michael Curcija saw his shot 
hitting the upright. 

Second-half opened up again with the Adelaide side 
getting the upper hand over the visitors when in the 53rd 
minute mark Alex Castro's shot cum cross hit the top of 
the upright, 

Then in the space of 10 minutes it was the “Alex 
Duric and Michael Petkovic Show’ and what a duel it 
turned out to be, with Petkovic denying Duric three 


Michael Petkovic 
times with some brilliant work that showed to all that on 
his day he is one of the best in the country. 

In the last 20 minutes both teams seemed to be happy 
with a draw, but in the 88th minute Alex Duric could 


have made a hero of himself when once again, with the 
keeper to beat, was denied by Man of the Match 
Michael Petkovic, 

In the end it was one of those games where the 
brilliance of the keeper kept the goals down, but what an 
exciting show it was from Michael Petkovic 


><. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 5,¢. 


PERTH GLORY 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 


By Richard Kreider 


erth Glory moved into third place on the 

Ericsson Cup standings thanks to a strong 2- 

0 triumph over newcomers Northern Spirit 

at Perth Oval last Sunday. Two wins from 
their opening two games is Glory’s best start to a 
season, while two losses to the Sydney rookies sent 
them to the other end of the ladder, 

It was a game highlighted by the superb 
performances from both goalkeepers, and marred by the 
second-half dismissals of Spirit players Luke Casserly 
and Paul Bilokapie (making it three red cards in two 
weeks for the Harbour City Club). For coach Graham 


Paul Strudwick 


Arnold, his immediate problem is with the steady 
deterioration of player lumbers, 

“As I said last week, we have teething troubles as any 
new club would have, but I also have the predicament of 
a diminishing number of first team players,” said 
Amold. 

“T've already got players like Tony Perinich and Scott 
Ollerenshaw out injured, and now I have Ian Crook with 
‘a medial ligament injury to his left knee which is likely 
to side-line him for a while. 

“When you add that to the red cards to Luke Casserly 
and Paul Bilokapic today, and one to Mark Rudan the 
week before, you can see that we are not giving 
ourselves a decent chance to settle, 

“Michael Cunico and Paul Henderson however, can 
hold their heads high because they both played 
exceptionally well today”. 

Glory coach Bemd Stange was equally full of praise 
for his custodian Danny Milosevic. 

“He was our second best player on the pitch,” said 
Stange who said his first best player was in fact the 
17,580 crowd which Stange said was inspirational. 


defences on top. There were many goalmouth incidents 
at each end but none were conyerted into goals. 

Troy Halpin and Scott Miller put John Markovski 
goalbound after just 12 minutes but ‘Jonesy’ shot wide 
of the target. 

Spirit replied six minutes later with a Ian Crook free- 
kick from the front of the box, but Danny Milosevic 
denied the former Tottenham Hotspur and Norwich 


defender with the first of many quality saves. 

Tragically for the visitors, that was to be the last 
contribution made by Crook after collecting a knock 
during a fair challenge with Despotovski following half- 
an-hours play. He was replaced by Eddie Bosnar. 

Meanwhile, Spirit ‘keeper Paul Henderson showed 


his style in the 22nd minute when he brilliantly palmed a 
stinging Markovski strike onto the cross-bar, 


‘The opening half was a well balanced affair with both — 


lan Crook 


Glory were given a penalty seven minutes later when 
Cunico bundled Gavin Wilkinson over, but Markovski 
watched in anguish as Henderson made a slick reflex 
save to his right. Amazingly, that is the fifth penalty 
Glory has missed in three seasons. 

After Bobby Despotovski had a goalbound shot 
cleared off the line by Luke Casserly six minutes after 
the interval, he then assisted in the opening goal in the 
‘57th minute when his tricky strike from a free-kick was 
parried by Henderson to Strudwick who then gleefully 
headed the rebound into an open net from close range. 

Itis Strudwick's second goal of the season, to go with 
the winning goal he scored at Hindmarsh Stadium the 
week before against Adelaide City. 

Spirit's resolve diminished dramatically two minutes 


bee 


after the goal when Casserly was directed to the change- 
rooms for a second yellow card offence. 

While skipper Robbie Slater was his usual energetic 
and industrious self in midfield, the former Socceroo 
‘was let down by wayward finishing from his strikeforce. 
Spirit’s hopes of getting anything from the game 
vanished in the 78th minute when Paul Bilokapic was 
sent off for a tackle from behind on Vinko Buljubasic 
(celebrating his 50th appearance for Glory). 

When Gareth Naven failed to put away a Scott Miller 
bye-line centre after 71 minutes, Markovski was able to 
make amends for missing the penalty when he drilled a 
clever Miller pass through the legs of Henderson for his 
side's second and match winning goal. 

Although the results haven’t been in their favour 
Northern Spirit can take heart from the fact that they 
were watched by a total of 36,565 National Soccer 
‘League fans over the past fortnight. 


PASCOE VALE 


SportSceNne 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 03 9354 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR 
PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 


Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SportSceNne 
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National Youth League 


By Roy Hay 


Southern Division 


Round Two 


Saturday 17 


Victorian Institute of Sport 
(Vasilevski, Sekulovski) 


October 1998 
2 South Melbourne t) 


Sunday 18 October 1998 


Melbourne Knights 

(Kasikakis) 

Carlton 

(Novacevski 3, Pongho, Della Rocca, 
Cervinski, Klarica, Ouliaris) 


1. Bulleen Inter Kings 2 
(De Pettro, Ardesi) 
8 Albury Wodonga 0 


Bye v Gippsland Falcons 
League Ladder 
P WwW D E F A Pts 
Bulleen Inter 2 2 (0) (¢) 3 1 6 
Carlton 1 1 1) (0) 8 (0) 3 
VIS 1 1 1) 0 2 1) 3 
Gippsland Falcons 1 1 0 0 2 1 3 
Melbourne Knights 1 0 (0) 1 1 Pl 0 
South Melbourne 2 0 0 2 1 4 0 
Albury Wodonga 2 0 0 2 0 9 0 
Round Three 


Sunday 25 October 1998 
South Melbourne v Bulleen Inter, (Bob Jane Stadium, 3.30 pm) 
Gippsland Falcons v VIS, (Mobil Park, 3.30 pm) 
Carlton v Melbourne Knights, (Optus Oval, 1 pm) 
Albury Wodonga v Bye 


Stadium in Round Two of the 

Southern Division on Sunday. The 
Knights, under new coach Lou Kastner, gave 
a start to three players who played with 
North Geelong in the recently concluded 
Victorian Premier League, Steven Tillinger, 
Stanko Kvesic and sixteen year old Mark 
Wilkinson (pictured). 

Frank McGrellis's Bulleen team started well in 
difficult conditions, as a howling gale blew 
across the pitch, Bulleen got the breakthrough in 
14 minutes, when Tory De Pettro found himself 
unmarked about twenty metres out and he 
unleashed a shot which left keeper Andrew 


ulleen surprised Melbourne Knights 
with a two-one win at Knights 


Belaich stranded. 
4 3 bs 


Last week | credited De Pettro with Bulleen’s 
only goal, but this was actually scored by 
Nathan Thomas from a cross by Robert Ardesi. 
There was no doubt that this was De Pettro's 
goal. The Knights fought back and after a fine 
move down the right a couple of. shots were 
blocked before the ball found its way to James 
Kasikakis who calmsly slotted it under the 
keeper. 

The second half saw both sides create and 
squander chances before Tillinger’s challenge 
on Michael Gulino gave Bulleen a penalty 
converted by Robert Ardesi. The Knights tried to 
come back once again and Adis Kablar came 
close with a free kick which Paul Di Giorgio just 
managed to save at full stretch. 

George Katsamboukas, the South Melbourne 
team manager, reports that the VIS defeated 
South Melbourne, who were reduced to nine 
men, by two goals to nil at Grange Reserve. 
What promised to be an entertaining and even 
game was somewhat marred by two send-offs 
which left South Melbourne with nine men. 

The VIS, with the aid of a very strong wind in 


the first half, took the lead in the 6th minute | 
through some sloppy defending from South | 


Melbourne, which allowed Daniel Vasilevski to 
strike a quality shot from the right hand side of 


_f.| the field, which beat keeper Chris Jones. - 


Prior to this, in the 3rd minute, South 
Melbourne was reduced to ten men when John 
Tambouris was shown a red card for a 
challenge. South Melbourne to its credit was 
quite competitive in the first half even though it 
was a man down. The second half started in 

| similar fashion to the first half with Sam Klidonas 

| being sent off for a tackle. The VIS scored their 
second goal through a close range shot from 
Naum Sekulovski in the 54th minute. 

The nine South Melbourne players defended 
resolutely and even managed to attack on many 


occasions. South's best were Mustafa Mustafa, 

Grant Kennedy and Jason Polak. 

4 Carlton had an easy eight-nil win over a 
plucky Albury Wondonga at Optus Oval. The 

goals came in a steady stream with Jovanco 

Novacevski scoring a hat-trick and the others 

being spread around five players, Adam 


Pongho, Tony Ouliaris, David Della Rocca, 
David Cervinski and sweeper Ivica Klarica. 


NSWIS v Wollongong Wolves (Rd 20) 


Friday night. Chad Mansley opened for the 
Breakers in 18 minutes, but Matthew 
Jullienne equalised three minutes later. 

Josh Maguire scored for the Breakers on either 
side of half time. Michael Sloane added one after 59 
minutes, but Marcial Munoz pulled one back for the 
Academy with ¢ix minutes left. in injury time Chris 
Gazzard scored ‘he final goal for the Breakers. 

Northern Spirit had a comfortable four-nil win over 
Sydney United Colts. Tony Saria and lan Kebblewhite 
scored one each and Brett Murray weighed in with a 
double to give the new team its second win and put it 
in second spot bshind the Breakers. 

Marconi Fairfield and Sydney United played out a 
high quality scoreless draw at Marconi Stadium. Both 
teams had chances to win the game, but the final 
result was fair to both. 

It was a similar story at Wollongong where Wolves 
Colts and Sydney Olympic Academy drew nil-all. 


. 


zB: Breakers kicked off Round Two with a 
| five-two win over the ACT Academy last 


Northern Division 


Round Two 
Friday 16 October 1998 
Newcastle Breakers 5 ACT Academy of Sport 2 
| (Maguire 2, Mansley, Sloane, Gazzard) (M. Julienne, M. Munoz) 
Saturday 17 October 1998 
Marconi Fairfield 0 Sydney United 0 
Wollongong Wolves Colts 0 Sydney Olympic Academy 0 
Sydney United Colts 0 Northern Spirit 4 
(B. Murray 2, |. Kebblewhite,T. Saria) 

AIS 4 Marconi Fairfield Colts 0 
Onoforo 2, Wilkishire, Kennedy) 

Sunday 18 October 1998 
Sydney Olympic 1. QAS 1 
(Hussein Jomaa) (Darryl Hathaway) 


Bye v Northern Spirit Colts 


League Ladder 


P Ww D L F A Pts 
Newcastle Breakers 2 2 0 (0) 8 3 6 
Northern Spirit 2 2 te) 1) 6 1 6 
QAS 2 ‘I 1 0 4 2 4 
AIS 1 1 0 0 4 0 3 
ACTAS 2 1 10) 1 5 6 3 
Marconi Fairfield Colts r3 1 0 ‘ 1 4 3 
Sydney Olympic Academy 2 0 2 0 1 1 cs 
Northern Spirit Colts 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 
Sydney Olympic 2 0 1 1 2 3 1 
Marconi Fairfield 2 0 1 1 1 3 1 
Sydney United 2 0 1 1 1 3 1 
W'gong Wolves Colts 2 0 1 1 1 3 1 
NSWIS 0 0 0 0 (0) 0 0 
Wollongong Wolves 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Sydney United Colts 2 0 0 rs 0 5 0 
Leading Goalscorers 

Name Team Goals 

Marcial Munoz ACT Academy 2 

Chad Mansley Newcastle Breakers 2 

Joshua Maguire Newcastle Breakers 2 

Brett Murray Northern Spirit 2 

Morgan Cawley Queensland Academy of Sport 2 

Round Three 
Saturday 24 October 1998 


QAS v Sydnay United Colts, (Suncorp Stadium, 4.30 pm); AIS v Northern Spirit, 

(AIS Soccer Field, 7 pm); Northern Spirit Colts v Wollongong Wolves Colts, 

(Christie Park, 4 pm); Sydney United v Sydney Olympic, (Edensor Park, 3 pm) 
Sunday 25 October 1998 

Sydney Olympic Academy v Newcastle Breakers, (Wentworth Park, 4 pm); 

ACTAS v Marconi Fairfield, (Bruce Stadium, 3.30 pm); Marconi Fairfield Colts v 

NSWIS, (Marconi Stadium, to be arranged); Bye v Wollongong Wolves 


AIS beat Marconi Fairfield Colts four-nil, through ° 
two goals from David Onoforo and one from Luke 
Wilkshire and Joshua Kennedy. Keeper Daniel 
‘Schwarzer, younger brother of Mark, showed that he 
has the talent too with an excellent display in goals for 
the Colts and captain Greg McDermott was a rock in 
defence leaving the Colts feeling they deserved a 
result. But the AIS looked ominous and Nick Guoth 
says they never got out of third gear. 

Finally Sydney Olympic and QAS drew one-all on 
Sunday night. Olympic dominated early but a single 
goal by Hussein Jomaa from a cross by Lee Miot after 
25 minutes was all they had to show. Even after 
Olympic were reduced to ten men they created four 
one-on-ones with the keeper but were denied each 
time. 

Meanwhile the QAS lads were clinging on and 
shocked the home team with a good goal by Darryl 
Hathaway late in the game. 

The NSWI match against Wolves will be played in 
Round 20, and Northern Spirit Colts had the bye. 
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Australian Features 


VELIMIR 
WARRIOR PUMA 


By John Economos 


ELIMIR KUPRESAK last Saturday night at 

the Marconi Stadium racked up his 200th 

game in the National Soccer League, and 
all of them with just the one club, Sydney 
United. 

The Sydney United captain and durable central 
marker, has for far too long been greatly 
underrated and despite having last month tumed 
35, is playing better than ever in his long and 
illustrious carger. 2 

Last night when contacted he was surprised: “I 
came to Australia by myself from Croatia to play 
Soccer for St Albans in the Victorian State League 
back in 1988. It was that club that brought me 
here and I've never regretted it ever since,” 
United's defender told us. 

“| had a good first season back then and even 
won Victoria's ‘Player Of The Year’ that season 
before Ron Corry who was coaching Sydney 
Croatia at that time and their president Frank 
Busic, paid a $12,000 transfer fee and signed me 
up. for my current club. 

“When | came up to Sydney Corry already had 
such good young players like Graham Arnold, 
Tony Popovic, David Seal, Mark Babic, Alan 
Hunter, Mark Jones, Pedro Ricoy and Mike 
Grbevski in the first team. 


FIRST MATCH AT 
SYDNEY UNITED 


“My first game in the NSL for Sydney United 
was against Wollongong City which we won 3-1 
down at Wollongong. The coach was Tony Vrzina 
who had replaced Corry,” Kupresak recalled. 

“Sydney Croatia's then president Mr Busic, 
gave me my first job as a painter with his 
company. Today | still get up at 4.30 am to go out 
and paint houses. 

“When | finish painting for the day | report to 
David Mitchell for training at Sydney United by 
4.30pm. It's a long day and it's very hard,” he 
assured us. 

‘Vela’ is married to his childhood sweetheart 
Ziata and the couple have three children. 

His staunchest supporter and wife Zlata, then 
suddenly interrupted on the line to say: “We got 
married in Croatia in 1986 and Velimir left me 
behind to come to Melbourne in May. | followed 
him in August after he told me that life in Australia 
was very good and he was happy here.” 

And where did Zlata first set eyes on ‘Vela’? 
“Well | first saw him playing Soccer back in 
Croatia but didn't actually meet him till later at a 
dance party, “ she proudly recalled. 

When asked which of his 200 games in the 
National League was his most memorable, ‘Vela’ 
quickly rattled off: “Two really. The first was the 
1996 Grand Final which we lost 2-0 up at 
Brisbane against Frank Farina’s Strikers at the 
Suncorp Stadium in front of a crowd of 40,000. 

“The second would easily have to be the semi- 
final in the same year against South Melbourne at 
the Parramatta Stadium which we eventually won 
after struggling in the first half.” 


STANDARD OF NSL 


Does ‘Vela’ think the standard of the National 
League has improved since his arrival in 
Australia? “Of course it has. Greatly in fact as 
over recent years clubs have become far more 
professional . 

“But unfortunately, our loss to Iran last 
November in Melbourne to miss out on qualifying 
for the World Cup final in France last June, 
proved very costly. 

“Had we qualified for thé World Cup, the public 
interest in Soccer here in Australia would have 
boomed this year.” 

Disappointments have been far and few in the 
amicable Kupresak’s long playing career, but he 


has received three red cards. 

Last Saturday night on his memorable 200th 
NSL maich against Marconi he was marched for a 
hand-ball offence inside the box. 

He received another red card some five years 
ago against South Melbourne for a ‘foul’ on Paul 
Trimboli and ironically it was also at the Marconi 
Stadium. T.V. replays later verified Kupresak had 
not touched Trimboli at all and the linesman had 
made a very bad call, 

“These red cards made me look silly and 
destroyed me,” Kupresak recalls. 

“| got a second red card last year against 
Marconi would you believe for fouling Sean Babic 
at the Parramatta Stadium. Babic was far too 
‘smart for me that day, is all that | can say,” said 
Kupresak. 

Of all the coaches that he has served under 
over the past 10 years whilst playing in Australia, 
who does ‘Vela’ highly rate? 

“| would have to say Manfred Schaefer and 
David Mitchell. | respected Schaefer. And as far 
as Mitchell is concerned he is very fair, has great 
knowledge of the game and is a very honest 
person, especially to all his players,” ended the 
reliable and quality defender.” 


> 


Date Of Birth: September 1, 1963. 
Birthplace! Osijek, Croatia. 

Previous Clubs! Borovo-Croatia, St 
Albans. 

Current Position: Central marker, 
Nickname! ‘Vela’. 

larital Status! iarried to Zlata 
(three daughters, adriana 11, Diana 9 
and Ivana one year old. 

Best aspect Oi Your Game In the air 
and a tight marker, 

ost Difiicult Opponent! Damian tori. 
Wiost Impressive Local Player! Joe 
Yrkic. 

Fayourite Overseas Player? Franco 
Baresi. 

Favourite Overseas Olubt a.C.liilan. 
What Qualities lake For a Good Coach: 
Uust have very good tactical knowledge 
as well as being a good 
disciplinarian, 

Honours! Rep side Slovonian region in 
Croatia. Having played my 200th match 
tor Sydney United in the National 
League last Saturday night against 
Warconi. 

Ambitions For 1998-99: To do well in 
the League championship with Sydney 
United and hopeiully again quality ror 
the end of season Play-Ozis. 
ambitions aiter Retiring? To coach in 
the junior ranks, 

Uiost emorable lionent? Too many to 
list here. 

Hobbies Outside Soccer! 
and basketball. 

Best Goal You've Seen Scored: Damian 
Wori’s 3.69 seconds goal that 
uniortunately he scored against us. 
Fayourite Food: Fish. 

Tavourite Drink: Coke and water. 
Favourite 1.V.Show! ir Bean. 
Payourite Wovie: Beverly Hills Cop. 
Favourite actor-actress: Eddie iurphy 
and Pamela anderson. 

Preferred iusic: Disco. 

Least Preterred iusict Heavy lietal. 
Favourite Comedian? Eddie ilurphy and 
lianis Lamond 

Pet Hates: Smokers. 

Person You Would Like To leet! 
Baresi. 


a ie 


Volley ball 


Franco 
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NEWS * NEWS * NEWS MIDWEEK J-LEAGUE 


wo Chinese coaches haye been stripped of 
their licences on suspicion of match-fixing, 
the toughest punishment used since China 
launched a professional league in 1994, 
Xinhua news agency said. 

The scandal comes after a national outcry over 
soccer corruption that prompted one Chinese 
company to drop its sponsorship of the country's top 
team, 

Chen Yiming, coach of Chongqing Hongyan and 
Wang Hongli, manager of Liaoning Tianrun, both 
had their licences revoked after their teams suffered 
humiliating losses at the hands of much weaker sides 
last weekend. 

Hongyang were thrashed 4-0 by relegation- 
threatened Yunnan Hongta and Tianrun went down 
4-2 to Chengdu Wuniu. 

Xinhua quoted Chinese Football Association 
(CRA) official Nan Yong as saying the results had 
“extremely nasty implications." 

"The two clubs played passively an ened 
off in the crucial moment of the league,” Nan said, 

‘The second division sides were each fined 50,000 
yuan ($6,024) and Wang was sacked immediately 
‘after his suspension, 
soccer has been gripped by corruption 
ince it turned professional. 

Dalian Wanda announced last month they would 
boycott the national Football Association cup next 
year after accusing the referee of bias in a penalty 
shoot-out defeat by Liaoning Tianrun this year. 

Wanda were in an unassailable position at the top 
of the first division, and the defeat robbed them of 
the chance of a double. 

Last week, real estate company Dalian Wanda 
Group said it planned to drop its sponsorship of the 
club. 


SV Duisburg's Slovak international midfielder 

Lubomir Moravcik has said he wants to leave 
the German club because he has received a lucrative 
offer from a Japanese team. 

"T want to be released from my contract,” the 33- 
year-old told magazine Kicker in an interview 
eleased on Thursday. "I am ready to pay them back 
all the money I've won so far." 

Moraycik, who joined this season on a free 
transfer from French side Cannes, has a contract 
running until 2000, 

"T have received a super offer from Japan,” he told 
Kicker . 

"Nothing has been signed yet but [ want to go and 
play there.” 


aut Korea is lagging far behind co-host Japan in 
preparations for the 2002 World Cup soccer 
tournament, and some of the 10 Korean host cities 
haye yet to begin constructing stadiums, football 
officials say. 

World Cup Korea Organizing Committee media 
director Chun Young-il said this week the country's 
economic crisis has caused a decrease in tax 
revenues that many of the cities were banking on to 
finance the new stadiums. 

"Some mayors expressed concern that since the 
eri truck, their tax revenues have dwindled 
somewhat and they are asking for the central 
government to come to their assistance," Chun said 
of a meeting Wednesday of mayors from the 10 
cities, the organising committee and government 
officials. 

"But all 10 cities want to do it (host the matches); 
all the mayors are confident," he said. 


[ee 
World Cup Korea 


Chun told Reuters the South Korean cities of 
Pusan, Inchon and Taegu had already begun building 
stadiums. 

But Suwon, Taejon, Chonju, Kwangju, Ulsan and 
Sogwipo on Cheju Island have not yet broken 
ground, and are "still in the designing stages,” he 
said, The main stadium being built in Seoul is in the 
initial stages of construction. 

It takes three years to build a stadium and the 
organising committee wants them completed by 
December 2001, Chun said. 

The central government is providing 30 percent 
and local governments the remaining 70 percent of 
stadium costs, which average $75 million to $100 
million, Chun said. 

Chun said tax revenues in the provinces have 
fallen due to the onset of a severe recession and the 
government is "adamantly opposed to giving more 
funding if a bailout is needed,” 

The cities will have to submit financial reports in 
early November, at which time the organizing 
committee will issue its "final decision" on which 
ones get the green light, Chun said. 

A delegation from world soccer's governing body 
FIFA will inspect the cities on November 2-6. 

"If any appear risky, we will drop them,” Chun 
said. 


"It is a serious commitment we made to FIFA and | 


‘asashi Nakayama scored one goal and 

assisted in another for a 3-0 win over 

Cerezo Osaka to lift defending 

champions Jubilo Iwata to the top of 
Japan's J-League in the midweek round, 

Nakayama, the only Japanese player to score in the 
World Cup finals, produced a pass from the right for 
Toshiya Fujita’s 38th-minute goal and then he pounced 
on rebound to make it 2-0 in the 68th minute. 

Norihisa Shimjzu added an insurance goal in the 87th 
for the team's eighth straight win against two defeats to 
take the lead with 24 points, ahead by a better goal 
differential from Urawa Red Diamonds and Kashima 
Antlers. 

The Red Diamonds beat Consadole Sapporo 2-1 
despite being reduced to 10 men thanks to Spanish 
midfielder Aitor Beguiristain Mugica's decider with just 
one minute left on the clock. 
| Ansushi Yanagisawa was sent on in the second-half 

and inspired the 1996 J-League champions Antlers to 

stage a come-from-behind victory over Gamba Osaka 

3-1. Yanagisawa, fresh from his hat-trick against 
| Paraguayan international goal keeper Jose Luis 
Chilavert in an exhibition last Saturday, needed only 
two minutes to score an equalizer in the 47th minute. 

‘We had to win this match at any rate to win the 
second stage. I was ready to hit the target whenever I 
had a chance. I had known I would have some chances,’ 
said Yanagisawa, 21. 

Yokohama Marinos crashed to Shimizu S-Pulse 3-4 
for with the same: 8-2 win-loss record for 23 points, 
followed by Nagoya Grampus Eight on 22 points. 

Grampus Eight were 2-0 winners over Avispa 
Fukuoka with Takashi Hirano heading home in the 59th 


the world. The worst-case scenario is we will lose | 


four, but I don’t think we will,” he added. 

FIFA rules say a nation must have a minimum of 
six venues to host the Cup. South Korea and Japan 
will each hold 32 matches. 

Japan is way ahead of South Korea, with "six or 
seven of their stadiums already completed,” Chun 
said. 

He gave little weight to a recent report in the 


"British daily newspaper, The Guardian, which 


quoted Korea's organising committee president as 
saying Sogwipo was in financial trouble and was 
looking to Japan for funding. 


"That's not what I heard..." Chun said. "As a last | 


resort, there was talk of selling some real estate to a 
Japanese company to be developed as a resort.” The 
idea was killed, he said. 

Some of the mayors said thei 
for financial aid from the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) nations, 
Chun said without elaborating. 

Japan and Korea will each receive $100 million 
from FIFA for hosting the event and can keep gate 
receipts. But Chun is unhappy with that amount, 
saying FIFA controls TV and marketing rights, 

‘Chun also said FIFA was no longer considering 
holding any of the Korean matches in North Korea. 
"FIFA is not considering it; they are opposed to it." 
The two Koreas have been in a technical state of war 
since 1953, when the Korean War ended in a truce 
instead of a peace agreement. 

“North Korea has made no overtures," Chun said. 
“FIFA extended an invitation to Kim Jong-il to come 
to the World Cup in France, but there was no 
response," he added. 


‘ities might qualify | 


Played Saturday 


Consadole Sapporo 3 (Arima 51, 63, 
Fukagawa 78) Nagoya Grampus Eight 2 (Fukuda 
17, Stojkovic 68) 


Kashima Antlers 2 (Bismarck 83, Jorginho 102) 
Yokohama Marinos 1 (Miura 68) 


JLLEAGUE 


JEF United Ichihara 1 (Hiroyama 82) Kyoto 
Purple Sanga 2 (Iwamoto 50, Silas 90) 


Shimizu S-Pulse 1 (Oliva 108) Urawa Red 
Diamonds 0 


Cerezo Osaka 1 (Nishitani 88) Verdy Kawasaki 
| 2(Yamaguchi 16, Fernando 21) 


minute and Anoh Bernard Allou of France hitting a 
sizzling shot in the 67th minute. 

In other games, Yokohama Flugels shutout two-time. 
champions Verdy Kawasaki 3-0, while Bellmare 
Hiratsuka whitewashed Sanfrecce Hiroshima 3-0. Kyoto 
Purple Sanga won a penalty shootout 5-3 to beat 
Kashiwa Reysol, 

Meanwhile Vissel Kobe and JEF United Ichihara 
(Matt Bingley’s side) marked a new worst record of 
match attendance with 2,091 spectators, beating the 
previous worst record of 2,245 marked by JEF in May 
last year. 

The match was won by Vissel in a penalty shootout 
5-3, after the two sides drew 5-5 in regulation time, 


es South Korean government urged some of the 10 
cities due to hold matches for the 2002 World Cup 
finals to give up the games because of the country's 
economic crisis. The authorities want the games 
concentrated in fewer cities, officials said. 

Many of the 10 host cities lack cash for new 
stadiums, transport, accommodation and other facilities, 
Some have not even begun preparations. 

But the mayors of all the 2002 cities rejected the call 
made at a meeting with Culture and Tourism Minister 
Shin Nak-Kyun, fearing the reaction of voters, a 
ministry official said. 

"Shin asked some ill-prepared cities to give up, 
Suggesting the central government can play the villain 
for the mayors who are worried about a regional 
backlash. " 

A statement released by the organising committee 
said this was the first meeting together by all the mayors 
and related officials. 


J-LEAGUE 


Sanfrecce Hiroshima 2 (Vidmar 6, Kubo 44) 
Jubilo Iwata 1 (Nakayama 50) 


Kashiwa Reysol 2 (Stoitchkov 49, Kato 60) 
Gamba Osaka 0 


Yokohama Flugels 4 (Nagai 1, Lediakhov 43, 
51, Miura 53) Vissel Kobe 3 (Kim Dpo-Hoon 23, 
48, Ha Seok-Ju 58) 


Avispa Fukuoka v Bellmare Hiratsuka 


postponed due to typhoon 
Kashima Antlers 11.9 2 25 11 26 
dubilo Iwata 11 8 3 33 14 24 
Urawa Red Diamonds 11 8 3 22 7 24 
Yokohama Marinos 11 8 3 26 16 23 
Nagoya Grampus Eigh 11 8 3 23 15 22 
Shimizu S-Pulse 11 8 3 30 16 21 
Sanfrecce Hiroshima 11 7 4 17 12 18 
Kashiwa Reysol 116 5 16 14 16 
Consadole Sapporo 11 5 6 17 16 15 
Cerezo Osaka 115 6 15 20 15 
Kyoto PurpleSanga 11 5 6 16 19 12 
Bellmare Hiratsuka 10 4 6 15 19 12 
Gamba Osaka 114 7 9 16 10 
Yokohama Flugels: 114 7 17 26 10 
Verdy Kawasaki Wee 83> 9'ss190.9 
Avispa Fukuoka 103 7 4 228 
Vissel Kobe 11.2 9 14 31 4 
JEF United Ichihara 11 1 10 15 30 3 
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U/21s ON WAY TO 
SYDNEY OLYMPICS? 


doubles as the qualifiers for the 2000 Olympics in 
Sydney, Croatia recorded two good wins in their 
Group 8 matches. 


CROATIA.......3 MALTA ......0 


I the European Under 21 Championships, which 


iroatia’s talented defender Igor Biscan was the star 
‘of the game with a well headed second goal and an 
all round effective game, 

Biscan set up the first goal when he waltzed into the 
opponent's penalty box and with a good pass provided 
Leko with an easy opportunity to open the scoring. 

Leko, the Hajduk midfielder, reciprocated when he 
provided Biscan with a well-flighted corner that was 
headed into the goal by the elegant defender. 

Leko was in the picture again in the 85th minute 
when his excellent centre was put away by his club 
team-mate, Zvonimir Deranja. 

Line-ups: 

Malta: Darnamin, Camenzuli, Azzopardi, Scicluna, 
Aquilina, Grima, Debono (Licari 76), Ciantar, A. 
Galea(M. Galea 60), Spiteri(Nwoko 89), Mailia. 

Croatia: Pletikosa, Miladin, Viskovic, Biscan, 
Smoje, Hucika, Pilipovic (Vejic 83), J.Simic (Deranja 
55), Sokota, Leko, Tomic (Balatinac 74), 

Scorers: Leko (48), Biscan (61), Deranja(85) 


roatia continued their impressive form in Sisak 
where they trounced Macedonia with four goals in 
the second half. 

After a slow beginning the home team really came to 
life late in the second half when Renato Pilipovic 
‘opened the scoring the 58th minute. 

Croatia's playmaker Ivan Leko, of Hajduk, scored his 
second goal in as many games with a good goal in the 
68th minute and Croatia, Zagreb's Tomislav Sokota 
rounded off the scoring with two goals in two minutes, 

Sokota now has three goals to his credit having 
scored a goal in the 2-2 away draw to Ireland in 
Croatia’s first game. 


With the away draw and the two subsequent wins, the 


Croatians seemed well poised to top their group | 


although Yugoslavia are an unknown quantity as they 
are yet to play a game due to the political situation in 
Kosovo. 

Croatia: Pletikosa, Miladin(Sabolcki 81), Viskovic, 
Biscan, Smoje, Hucika, Pilipovic, J.Simic(Deranja 46) 
Sokota, Leko, Tomic (Vejic 61). 

Macedonia: Mirkov, Stamenoyski, Toleski, 
Novakoy, Elmazovski, Dimitrovski, Petrov, Ignatov, 
Stoimenoyski(Stojanov 56), Bajevski (Kotevski 85), 
Spasovski (Gosevski 40). 

Score! 

Croatia: Pilipovic 59, Leko 68, Sokota 86, 87. 

Attendance: 2,000 


Group Standings 


PW ODL F A Pts 
Croatia Sly ae Pe} atk Ne Ia 
Treland < sssVipge) \SA oa ae 
Macedonia Tt aR iS (aie ae ta) 
Malta SetO te Oees. cir 10.0. 
Yugoslavia 000000 0 


roatia goalkeeper Drazen Ladic is retiring from 
intemational soccer after collecting a record 50 caps 
for the national side. - 

The 35-year-old Ladic, whose spectacular saves 
helped Croatia to third place in the World Cup in France 
last July, announced the decision after his country’s 3-2 
victory over Macedonia on Wednesday. 

"It was my last game for the national team...It is time 
for someone younger to get a chance," Ladic said, 

Reserve ‘keeper Marijan Mrmic of Turkish side 
Besiktas is the most likely replacement. : 

Ladic was a fixture for coach Miroslav Blazevic, who 
selected him for Croatia's first international game 
against the United States in 1990 and has played him 
ever since. 

“I am immeasurably sorry that he is leaving," 
Blazevic said. 


| 


uring the last week Croatia successfully 
negotiated two hurdles in its quest to quali- 
fy for the finals of the European 
Championships to be held in Holland and 
Belgium in 2000. 

‘The first game, played on the 10th October, against 
Malta produced a 4-1 victory for the visiting Croatian 
team, whilst the second resulted in a hard fought 3-2 
victory over close neighbours Macedonia. 


from wide of the left hand post while the second was 
from 16 metres that flew high into Muscat’s net. 

Davor Suker, the top scorer in the World Cup 
finals in the summer, headed Croatia’s fourth in the 
85th minute, although he looked suspiciously off- 
side. i 

‘Vugrinec and Silvio Maric were the best players for 
Croatia while Buzzutil was Malta’s most penetrative 
forward. 


CROATIA.......4 MALTA 


(roatian coach Miroslav Blazevic was forced to rule 

/out two first-team choices for the Euro 2000 quali- » 
fier against Malta. Central defenders Igor Stimac, of 
Derby County, picked up an injury in training, while 
striker Goran Vlaovic had not sufficiently recovered 
from a knee surgery. 

Juventus’ Igor Tudor was also injured in training 
but a late fitness test saw him take his place in the 
line-up. 

Blazevic did have some bright news as he wel- 
comed the return to form, and to his first choice 
team, of the World Cup top scorer Davor Suker. 

Also missing were injured Lazio striker Alen 
Boksic and Everton defender Slaven Bilic. Croatia 
Zagreb midfielder Robert Prosinecki — who under- 
went surgery last week — has previously said he 
was pulling out of the team over a disagreement with 
the coach. 

Parma’s Mario Stanic was suspended for Saturday's 
game but was available for the Macedonia match. 

Stuttgart’s Zvonimir Soldo replaced Stimac in the 
sweepers role and Dario Simic partnered Tudor in the 
heart of the defence. 

‘Another Croatia player, Danijel Saric, deputised for 
Stanic on the right side of the midfield, while uncapped 
young striker Jurica Vucko of Hajduk Split partnerd 
Suker up front for the start of the game. 

Croatia's victory, their first in group eight after their 
opening day loss to Ireland, looked in some doubt until 
10 minutes into the second half when they pulled them- 
selves back into the match. 

Malta surprised Croatia with some great moves in the 
first half and created a few chances against a lacklustre 
Croatian team that was playing as if victory was 
assured. The home team’s most dangerous player, 
Buzzutil, made the first opening when he went past 
Boban and then the sweeper, Soldo. As he was going 
past Soldo, the defender tripped him inside the penalty 
box. 

Malta opened the scoring in the 28th minute when 
Hubert Suda converted the resultant penalty kick. 

The first half highlight for Croatia was an attempted 
dive by Suker in the penalty box for which he was cor- 
rectly awarded a yellow card. 

‘Although the rest of the opening half was an even 
affair, Malta was gradually overcome by the superior 
Croats. 

The Croats were constantly on the attack in the sec- 
ond half with the moves becoming more dangerous by 
the minute. They finally equalised when Dario 

Simic headed home a free kick by Zvonimir Boban 
after 54 minutes. Croatian substitute Davor Vugrinec, 
who replaced debutant Vucko early in the first half, 
scored his fist goal for the national team to put Croatia 
ahead in the 68th minute and added his second, and his 
team’s third, six minutes later. 

The former Vartkes player executed both goals 
extremely well, with the first being a 12 metre shot 


Line-ups: 

Malta: Muscat, Agius(Zammit 55), Chetcuti, Spiteri, 
Buttigieg, Debono, Camilleri, Suda(Turner 57), Brincat, 
Zahra, Buzuttil. 

Croatia: Ladic, Soldo, Simic(Tokic 83), Tudor, 
Saric, Jarni (Cvitanovic 88),Boban, Asanovic, Maric, 
Suker, Vucko(Vugrinec 16). 

Scorers: Malta - Suda (28); Croatia - Simic(54), 
Vugrinec (67,72), Suker (84) 

Crowd: 5,000 


CROATIA .....3 MACEDONIA .2 


wo goals from skipper Zvonimir Boban helped 

Croatia to a hard-fought 3-2 victory over 
Macedonia in their European championship group eight 
qualifier last Wednesday. 

Macedonia stunned the World Cup semifinalists after 
just two minutes when Sasa Ciric, having outjumped 
both Stimac and Tudor, headed home a cross from the 
left. 

Croatia had the initiative and squandered several 
good chances before World Cup top scorer Davor Suker 
levelled in the 16th minute with an excellent header fol- 
lowing a cross from Asanovic. 

A number of chances were further created by the 
Croats all to no avail, with Maric coming the closest in 
the 24th minute with a strike that hit the post. 

AC Milan's Boban made it 2-1 from close range just 
before halftime after a defensive mistake by sweeper 
Goce Sedloyski. 

Afier a sweeping move down the left, Jai produced 
a dangerous cross that Sedlovski attempted to head 
clear but it fell straight to Boban, who volleyed the ball 
into the Macedonian goal. 

‘The match continued to produce scoring opportunities 
for both sides in the second half. Sakiri had a good chance 
in the first minute of the half but the was foiled by the alert 
Ladic, An immediate counter attack produced an opening 
for Suker but he wasted it with a misdirected shot, 

Djevded Sainovski levelled in 55th minute with a 
superbly taken free kick, albeit from 30 metres out from 
g0al — Ladic, seemingly, a bit slow to react. 

A foul by Macedonia in the 70th minute produced 
the winning goal for Croatia. Boban produced a sublime 
free-kick that rocketed into the net off the bar. 

‘Two goal hero Boban was the man of the match, well 
supported by Suker and Maric, whilst Ciric and Sakiti 
stood out for the losing team. 

Line-ups: 

Croatia: Ladic, Stanic(Jurcic 79), Jarni, Soldo, 
Stimac, Tudor, Simic, Asanovic (Saric 61), Maric, 
Suker, Boban. 

Macedonia: Milosevski, Sedloski, Nikolovski 
(Stojanoyski 77), Stavrevski, Sainovski, Lazarevski 
(Bozinoy 58), Zaharievski, Micevski(Gosev 46), Ciric, 
Trenevski, Sakiri. 

Scorers: Croatia - Suker 16, Boban 45, 70 

Macedonia - Ciric 2, Sainovski 55, 

Attendance: 20,000 


RED DEVILS 
LOOM 


‘anchester United moved ominously to within 
four points of Aston Villa at the top of the pre- 
miership after a 5-1 demolition of Wimbledon at 
Old Trafford on Saturday. 

Missing six players through injury and suspension, Alex 
Ferguson reshuffled his squad, deploying a fit-again Ryan Giggs 
in midfield and giving Wes Brown his first league start. 

United tore straight into Wimbledon and Dwight Yorke 
glanced a header just wide before Roy Keane shot against the 
post. The breakthrough was not long in coming though, courtesy 
of aclinical finish from Andy Cole on 19 minutes. 

Beckham found Cole on the edge of the area and he placed 
the ball beyond Neil Sullivan into the bottom comer of the net 
for his third of the campaign. 

Keane then saw a goal-bound effort deflected over the bar by 
Dean Blackwell before Cole was denied a second by the wood- 
work, Brown looked impressive and Sullivan touched his 25- 
yard left-footed drive away for a comer. 

‘Wimbledon stunned United with a Jason Buell equaliser in the 
39th minute, but normal service was soon resumed. Just on half- 
time, Giggs headed home his third of the season from 
Blomavist's cross after Blackwell had headed a Yorke effort off 
the line. 

United picked up where they left off after the restart and 
Beckham scored their third with a sublime effort, driving home 
from just under 30 yards as the Dons defence backed off. 

Yorke then netted United's fourth of the afternoon and his 
sixth in nine games, beating Chris Perry and Blackwell before 
sliding the ball past Sullivan in the 52nd minute. 

Still Keane could not score the goal his efforts deserved and 
in the 55th minute he drove just over the top. United were not 
done yet and Cole turned Blackwell, but Sullivan got down’ well 
to hold on to his low drive, 

Brown then Jinked well with Yorke and Cole as he ran at the 
heart of the Wimbledon defence, but he shot over the bar before 
Sullivan again denied Cole. 

United took their foot off the gas in the final quarter as 
Ferguson brought off Beckham and Giggs, but three minutes 
from time Cole completed the rout with his second of the after- 
noon. 

Meanwhile, Aston Villa travelled to Upton Park to face West 
Ham, who fielded their recently feuding duo of John Hartson and 
Byal Berkovic, 

Although both sides could claim to have merited three points, 
it was the visitors who came the closest to delivering the knock- 
‘out blow. Paul Merson will do well to forget the moment mid- 
‘way through the second half when he missed an open goal that 
might have secured victory. 

Shaka Hislop panied a shot from Lee Hendrie and the ball fell 
‘at the feet of Merson six yards from an empty net. A nervous 
first touch appeared to have bundled the ball home, but Merson 
could only hold his head in his hands as Hislop recovered to 
push the ball around the post. 

West Ham had their moments as well, although they wilted as 
the match Went on and manager Harry Redknapp will worry that 
they left their aggression on the training pitch, 

West Ham took time to get into their stride, with Hartson and 
Jan Wright chasing lost causes up front until the Welsh centre- 
forward capitalised on u defensive mix-up to strike a powerful 
drive from the edge of the area, which Oakes did well to tip over. 

Villa were now under pressure, yet with 17-year-old Gareth 
Barry giving another assured performance, they held firm. 


Hendrie failed to take advantage of an opportunity on the | 


stroke of half-time when he momentarily found himself in space 
on the edge of the area. 

‘The Hammers had half-chances after the break, with Dicks 
shooting straight at Oakes and Rio Ferdinand blazing over. 

Both sides had late opportunities which they failed to convert 
and Merson's incredible miss remained the enduring memory as 
the players walked off. 


helsea midfielder Gustavo Poyet plun- 

dered a late winner to secure victory 

over Chariton Athletic in a frantic pre- 

miership match at Stamford Bridge on 
Saturday. 

Eddie Youds looked set to be the Charlton hero for 
the second game running when his equalising goal 
cancelled out Frank Leboeuf’s first-half penalty. 

However, Uruguayan international Poyet had 
other ideas as he powered home an 87th minute head- 
er from a Dennis Wise corner for his fourth goal of 
the season to seal the 2-1 triumph. 

Charlton almost had the perfect start as they 
forced the home side onto the back foot early on. 
After four minutes Clive Mendonca intercepted a 
Leboeuf backpass and rounded the prone Ed De 
Goey, but his low cross flew across the face of goal. 

A Mark Kinsella free-kick was then scrambled 
away by Ed De Goey at his far post before Tiler’s 
goal-bound effort from De Goey's Punched clearance 
was blocked in the area. 

At the other end, Poyet should have oe better 
when put clear by Gianfranco Zola but the 
Uruguayan chose to cross when he had time to take 
on Sasa Ilic. 

Despite Charlton's early pressure it was the home 
side who took the lead from the penalty spot after 17 
minutes, Zola's ball released Pierluigi Casiraghi, but 
as the Italian tried to round Ilic, the goalkeeper 
brought him down and Steve Dunn pointed to the 
Spot. 
The tide had turned in Chelsea's favour and they 
could have been two ahead on 22 minutes. Zola's 40 
yard cross-field ball again released Casiraghi, his 
first touch taking him slightly wide before he fired 
over the bar from a narrow angle. 

Charlton suffered a setback when goalkeeper lic 
was stretchered off just before half-time after being 
knocked unconscious in a challenge with Casiraghi. 
Ilic paid the price for his bravery and Andy Petterson 
came on for his premiership debut. 

Charlton started the second half as they had begun 
the first and pinned Chelsea back as they went in 
search of an equaliser. After 58 minutes, Youds 
pounced on a loose ball in the area and placed a left 
foot shot past De Goey. g 

Chelsea never gave up hope and Poyet saw one 
header cleared off the line before striking the winner. 

Meanwhile, at Highbury, bottom of the table 
Southampton shocked champions’ Arsenal when a 
68th-minute equaliser from former Tottenham star 
David Howells earned them a 1-1 draw. 

Early on, the only threat to a runaway Arsenal win 
appeared to be the incompetence of referee Winter 
who denied them three seemingly legitimate penal- 
ties. 

Justice finally appeared to have been done when 
Dennis Bergkamp threaded a typi- pe 
cal through-ball for Anelka. who 
held off Claus Lundekvam and 
drilled an unstoppable angled 
drive into the far comer. 

However, when Matt Le Ti 

placed Matthew Oakley with 24 
minutes to go, the moody mid- 
fielder produced a perfect pass to 
slip Howells in behind the 
Arsenal defence and he comfort- 
ably beat England goalkeeper 
David Seaman @ 

Arsenal launched the inevitable 


exceptional saves. 

Arsenal seemed content 
after that to cruise home for 
a comfortable win by the 
minimum margin, but reck- 
oned without Le Tissier 
whose one moment of inspi- 
ration changed the match. 

Although producing 
some sublime football, 
‘Arsene Wenger's side final- 
ly had only themselves to 
blame for throwing away {8 ” 
more premiership points just |g 
as they had against Charlton 
and Sheffield Wednesday. 


ryan Robson's 

Middlesbrough came 
from behind to defeat | 
Blackburn Rovers on |g 
Saturday and claim third 
place in the FA Carling Premiership. 

Blackburn took the lead in the 56th minute when 
unsettled captain Tim Sherwood headed home a cor- 
ner from Damian Duff. That was the cue for Robson 
to introduce new $8million striker Brian Deane in 
place of Mikkel Beck. 

Vocal support from the Riverside crowd seemed to 
inspire Boro, and their intense pressure paid off 
seven minutes from time, Darren Peacock handled in 
the area, and Colombian Hamilton Ricard scored his 
ninth goal cf the season from the penalty spot. 
Middlesbrough maintained the pressure as they 
went in search of a winning goal. In the dying sec- 
onds, Gianluca Festa's shot was deflected into the 
path of Curtis Fleming, just back from injury, and he 
blasted home to send the crowd into raptures. 

Neweast'e, meanwhile, were forced to cling on to 
a 2-1 home victory after allowing Derby back into a 
game that looked (o be wrapped up at half-time. 

United tumed in a stunning first-half display and 
deservedly led 2-0 at the break through goals from 
defender Nicos Dabizas and Steve Glass. 

But they failed to press home their advantage and 
were forced fo endure a late onslaught as substitute 
Deon Burton gave the visitors hope with a 73rd 
minute strike. 

It was a disappointing climax to a game which 
United could and should have won well. While man- 
ager Ruud Gullit will have been delighted with what 
he saw befere the break, his view that much 
still needs to be done appears to be correct. 

Leeds United, still without a manager as 
they continue to chase Leicester boss 
Martin O'Neill, faced Nottingham Forest at 
the City Ground. 


SMYRNIS & CO} 


Solicitors and Public Notary 


Reduced to ten men just after the half-hour when 
Danny Granville was dismissed for a second book- 
able offence, Leeds dug deep to earn their fifth away 
point of the season, 

Caretaker-boss David O'Leary, who will be 
banned from the dressing room and bench for 
Wednesday's UEFA Cup tie against AS Roma, made 
six changes to the side beaten by Leicester in their 
previous outing. 

Leeds looked the better side until the dismissal, at 
which point Forest began to dominate the game. 

Nevertheless, it was Leeds who grabbed the open- 
er in the 51st minute after Alan Rogers fouled 
Hasselbaink deep in Forest territory, allowing 
Gunnar Halle to head home a cross from Austrian 
international Martin Hiden. 

The bulk of the rest of the game belonged to 
Martyn, pulling off a string of fine saves to prevent 
Forest taking all three points. 

Five minutes from time, Forest ended a seven-and- 
a-half-hour goal drought when Steve Stone arrived 
unmarked in the six yard box to steer a Bonalair 
cross beyond Martyn, 

With backs to the wall and Forest desperately 
looking to end their five match winless league run, 
Martyn somehow kept them out in the frantic closing 
minutes. 


@ Are you in trouble with the Federation and 
have to appear before one of their tribunals? 
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Club/Team? 


®@ Do you need assistance in relation to your 


2 hah aaebie) betivaen contract negotiations with a soccer club? 


a lick of urgency in the first hour 
as Southampton goalkeeper Paul 
Jones denied Overmars, 
Winterburn and Aneika with 


If your require assistance in relation to any of 
the above then please call Mr Andrew Smyrnis 
who has over 15 years experience in 
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appearing before tribunals and assisting 
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contract matters. 
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AILTON SIGNS 


razilian striker Ailton was set to 
join Germany's Werder Bremen 
after successfully passing a medical 
examination, 

The 25-year-old, previously with Mexican 
side Tigres Monterrey, was expected to sign a 
contract, a spokesman for the first division club 
said. 

Bremen, making its worst Bundesliga start 
in 30 years, is {7th in the 18-strong table after 
seven matches. 


ean ina poll by Ibope, commis- 
sioned by and published Sunday in the 
sports daily Lance!, 61 percent of 3,000 soccer 
fans surveyed said they stayed away from 
matches because of hooliganism, 

"The problem [of hooliganism] is much the 
same as in England, 

There is a very active minority of fans 
involved,” said Col, Silvio Roberto Villar, who 
heads policing of Sao Paulo soccer stadiums, in 
an interview With radio station CBN, 

“[deally, supporters should not to wear their 
teams' colors when leaving stadiums in case 
they are attacked, It's an absurd situation but 
that is the state of things.” 


teams — known throughout South America as 
“Barras Bravas" — have clashed sporadically 
in Brazil, causing the deaths of two teenagers 
in the last three years. 

Last season, a youth was killed in a street 
fight following a game between Rio teams | 
Flamengo and Vasco da Gama. 

In Sao Paulo, a 16-year-old died during a 
1995 stadium riot involving fans of Sao Paulo | 
FC and Palmeiras, prompting a judge to ban 
fan club members from city stadiums. 

Since then, security cameras have been 
installed in Rio's famed Maracana Stadium to 
clamp down on violence and meeting roos for 
fan clubs have been shut. 

‘The Ibope survey found the other major rea- 
son keeping fans away from games is high tick- 
et prices, cited by 16 percent as a problem. 
Fourteen percent said "poorly organized" 
leagues were the chief reason they missed 
matches. 

The survey's margin of error was given as 
1.8 percent. 

Attendance at Brazilian soccer matches has 
fallen over the last two years although no exact 
figures were not available. 


| 
| 
Since the early 1990s, fan clubs of club | 
| 
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rmer Brazilian World Cup star Mario Perez, better 
own as Marinho, has agreed to become head coach 
of El Salvador’s national team. Salvadoran Football 
Federation president Juan Torres said he and 


| Marinho had come to an agreement and just needed to sign 
| the contract to tie up the deal. 


"[ come to El Salvador with the certainty that I will win,” 
Marinho said, adding that he expected to start work in 
November. 

Marinho will replace Milovan D'Joric, a Serb who left after El 
Salvador's national team failed to qualify for the World Cup this 
year. 

Marinho, 51, started on Brazil's national team in the 1974 
World Cup in Germany, where Brazil finished fourth. He has 
coached since 1980, with Brazilian and Portuguese teams, but 


| has never been very well known as a coach. 


Neither Torres nor Marinho would comment on the salary, but 
Salvadoran news media reported it would be US$180,000 a year. 


1 Nees coach Miguel Angel Brindisi was Tuesday named 
to replace his compatriot Marcelo Bielsa as coach of 
Spanish first division side Espanyol. 
Bielsa quit Espanyol take the job of Argentine national coach. 
Brindisi formerly coached Ecuador champions Barcelona of 
Guyaquil. 


Iready in for the next round of play, Palmeiras didn't need 
their 1-0 win over Universidad do Chile in the Mercosur 
Cup, but they took it anyway. 
‘The first half saw Oseas expelled leaving Palmeiras with only 
10 men and the two teams play to a tie. 
But Palmeiras was still a teamed to be reckoned with and they 
showed this early in the second half, when Arce crossed to Almir 


who blasted it just right of Univ goalie Roberto Rojas in 
the 56th minute. 

With the win Palmeiras ends the first round winning all five of 
its games for perfect 18 points. 


Universidad leaves the toumament at the bottom of Group B 
with only three points. 

Palmeiras: Marco, Arce, Agnaldo, Cleber, Junior (Ferugem), 
Tiago, Pedrinho, Zinho, Arilson, Magrao and Oseas. 

Universidad de Chile; Roberto Rojas, Castaneda, Mora, 
Ricardo Rojas, Olarra, Valencia, Galdamez (Arancbia), Aros, 
Leo Rodriguez, Guzman (Pedro Gonzales) and Barrera. 


'MARINHO FOR EL SAL 


dd Dusosky, a forward with the National Professional 

Soccer League's Milwaukee Wave, netted a hat-trick to lead 

the United States national futsal team to a 7-4 win over an All- 

Star selection from the Brazilian Futsal League on Wednesday. 

The USS. is making final preparations before opening the second 
Rio de Janeiro Futsal Tournament in Brazi. 4 


see Milan striker Ronaldo told O Globo daily he was angry at 
indications the federation was considering recalling him to the 
Brazil squad before the team’s next friendly to allow team doc- 
tors to examine him. 

"Does someone think I am malingering?” Ronaldo asked, 

"Nobody in the (federation’s) technical commission asked the 
club or myself for information. They have my phone number. 
They just have to call me up," said Ronaldo, who has not played 
for his country since his instantly forgettable World Cup final 
showing. 

According to federation sources, the Brazilian authorities did 
contact Inter for information on Ronaldo's current level of fit- 
ness, including the result of medical tests he took recently in Los 
Angeles, 

‘The player has barely played this season for Inter and report- 
edly suffered convulsions immediately prior to the World Cup 
final defeat by France. 

He hoped originally to return this weekend against Lazio but 
is still suffering tendon trouble in both knees. 

New Brazilian coach Wanderley Luxemburgo hopes to get 
Ronaldo over for a friendly next month against Russia — if only 
to get team doctors to check on his state of health, 

But Ronaldo said he didn't think too much of that plan, 

"At the end of the day I am not playing at the moment, and 1 
want the best for the national side and Inter. Of course I want to 
play for Brazil but for that I have to be knocking in the goals for 
Inter," he pointed out. 

The star is back in light training but is not yet back lifting 
weights, 

"We've devised a four-week plan. Treatment in the first, body- 
building in the second, physical reconditioning in the third” 
andthen training with the ball in the fourth, 

“When I feel ready I will announce my return,” Ronaldo 
promised. 


Copa Mercosur Result 


Group C 


In Asuncion: Olimpia (Paraguay) 2 Racing Club (Argentina) 
4 

Scorers: 

Olimpia - Roque Santacruz 11, Suan Benitez 23 

Racing Club - Maximiliano Estevez 60, 67, Pedro Ojeda 79, 
Ruben Capria 87 

Halftime: 2-0; Attedance: 10,000 


In Montevideo: Penarol (Uruguay) 0 Corinthians (Brazil) 2 
Scorers: Didi 43, Fernando Baiano 70 
HT: 0-1 


Group D 
In Buenos Aires: Boca Juniors (Argentina) 3 Flamengo 
Brazil) 0 
_ Scorers: Cesar La Plaglila 14, Diego Cagna 31, Fernando 
Navas 44 
HT: 3-0 


Group E 


In Rio de Janeiro: Vasco da Gama (Brazil) 1 Universidad 


Catolica (Chile) 0 
Scorer: Gian 40 
TABLES 
Group A 
PWD L FA Pts 

1. Cruzeiro (Brazil) he eas ree os Ue i 
ZSanlorenzofAg) 5 2 1 2 8 6 7 
3.ColoColo (Chile) 5 2 1 2 5 7 2? 
4,Sa0Paulo(Brazi) 5 2 1 2 6 9 7 


Group B 
PWD L F <APts 
1. Palmeiras (Brazil) 6 6 0 O 16 3 18 
2.Nacional (Uruguay) 6 3 0 3 10 149 
3. Independiente (Arg) 6 2 0 4 12 15 6 
4.UnideChile(Chile) 6 1 0 5 7 133 
Palmeiras qualify for quarterfinals 
Group C 
“pow DOL F A Pt 
1.RacingClub(Arg) 6 4 2 0 9 4 14 
2. Olimpia (Paraguay) 6 3 1 2 13 12 10 
3. Corinthians (Brazil) 6 1 2 3 7 8 5 
4.Penarol(Uruguay) 6 0 3 3 6 3 
Racing Club and Olimpia qualify 
Group D 
We D 1 <ESA> Pts 
1. Velez Sarsfield(Argh 6 3 2 1 7 6 NI 
2,Boca Juniors (Arg) 6 3 0 3 M7 9 
3. Flamengo (Brazil) 6 3 O 3 7 8 9 
4.CerroPorteno (Para) 6 1 2 3 9 135 
Velez Sarsfield qualify 
Group E 
Po oW DL F A Pt 
1.VascodaGama(Br) 6 2 3 «1°25 «3 9 
2. Gremio (Brazil) Gos Oe eased 
3. River Plate (Arg) a alan sa Ma ne) 
4.UniCatolica (Chile) 6 1 3 2 6 9 6 


Note: Winners of each group plus the three best second- 
placed teams qualify for the quarter-finals. 
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Greece back in Euro 2000 contention 
after thrashing Georgia 3-0 


ith three first half goals Greece beat Georgia 3-0 

Wednesday in a Group 2 qualifying game for the 2000 

European Championships. It was Greece’s first win in 

their effort to reach the final rounds of the competition. In 
the opening match, Greece drew 2-2 against Slovenia at home, 

Playing on a wet pitch before 7,000 spectators at the Athens Olympic sta- 
dium, Greece pushed from the start, scoring two goals in three electrifying 
minutes, Nikos Lymberopoulos centered from the right, Georgian goalie 
Nika Togonidze dived to save, but last season’s European top scorer Nikos 
Machlas, who plays for the Dutch team Vitesse, stole the ball to give Greece 
the lead in the 12th minute. 

Three minutes later, Lymberopoulos made it 2-0 off a pass from 
Theodoros Zagorakis, when the keeper was unable to stop a wicked shot 
from the young player drafted in to replace the injured Demis Nikolaidis at 
the 11th hour. 

‘The visitors came close to scoring in the 16th, but Gocha Dzhamarauli's 
shot from three yards went agonizingly wide, 

Georgia pressed to narrow the difference, but it was Greece which scored 
again with a header by Marinos Ouzounidis off a free kick from Costas 
Frantzeskos in the 36th. 

The Georgians became more aggressive after the rest period, but they 
never threatened goaltender Ilias Atmatzidis. Instead, the Greeks missed two 
scoring opportunities When Georgian players made line saves, not counting a 
flying effort by Togonidze to deny Frantzeskos. 


What lordanescu had said before the game. 


“There are serious problems but I 

believe that their substitutes will be 

successful in their tasks,” coach 
Anghel Jordanescu insisted. 


Teche 
Romanian coach 
plans to team 
Nikolaidis’ partner up front 
Nikos Machlas with 
Panathinaikos striker Nikos 
Liberopoulos. 

“| think Machlas and 
Liberopoulos can cause a lot of 
problems to the Georgian defence,” he 
said. 


Nikos Machias in action. 


‘Was Tordanescu right? You bet your bottom dollar he was!!! 
MATCH STATS 


Scorers: 

Greece: Nikolaos Machlas 13, Nikolaos Liberopoulos 15, Marinos 
Ouzoundis 36 

Halftime: 3. 

Teams: 

Greece: 1-Elias Atmatzidis, 2- laos Dabizas, 3- Dimitrios Markos, 4- 
Marinos Ouzounidis, 5-Ioannis Kalitzakis, 6-Elias Poursanidis, 7-Theodoros 
Zagorakis, 8-Konstandinos Fratzeskos (18-Vassilis Tsiartas 74) 9-Nikos 
Machlas (14-Dimitris Mavrogenidis 82), 10-Nikos Lyberopouolos (17- 
Stilianos Yannakopoulos 69), 11-Grogorios Gerogatos. 

Georgia: 1-Nikoloz Togonidze, 2-Carlos Kaladze, 3-Levan Kobiashvili, 
4-Mortaz Shelia, 5-Gela Shekiladze, 6-Mikhel Kavelashvili (15-Giorgi 
Gakhokidze 59), 7-George Nimsadze, 8-Gocha Jamarauli, 9-Temor 
Ketsbaia, 10-Georgi Kinkladze, 11-Shota Arveladze. 


U21’S BEAT GEORGIA 3-2 
AS THE FAT LADY SINGS 


}; Attendance 15,000 


I 's true what they say. It’s ain’t over till the fat lady sings. And the Greek 
U21’s proved the old saying true as they waited till the 90th minute of 
their match against Georgia to score the winner, 

It was the team’s first victory in the Group B qualifying games for 
Sydney 2000 and was all the sweeter as the boys battled with only 10 men 
from the 27th minute when Moshogiannis was sent off for a second book- 
able offence. 

‘The red card had an immediate effect, galvanizing the team into a greater 
effort and they went ahead a minute later through Liolidis. The Georgians hit 
back scant three minutes later but Kostanidis restored the home team’s 
well deserved lead in the 39th. 

{As the seconds ticked away towards half-time so did the increas- 
ingly desperate attacks of the Georgians, and they managed an 

equaliser on the stoke of the break. 

‘The second half was a thrilling end-to-end affair and, after 

the visitors were also reduced to 10 men in the 60th minute, 
lady luck started to smile on the Blues once again. 

The referee was looking at his watch when Kolakiotis struck 
and became the country’s sporting hero for the day. 


Greece ..........+6.3 Georgia ... 
‘Apostolos Liolidis 28, George Rekozi 
Sotiris Kostadinidis 39, David Moudzin 45 
George Kolakiotis 89 


Halftime: 2-2; Attendance: 1,100 


Pi Wo Ds bas Ae Ps 
Norway 3 3 DO AO = eae 2: 
Greece 2 1 1.40 een deees 
Georgia 3 1 eee Jeet ee 
Albania 2 1 0 1 2 Aee.3: 
Sloyenia 2 0 1 1 3 Shaved: 
Latvia 2 0 0 2 1 4°40 


Club Profile: 


PROODEFTIKI 1998-1999 
GENERAL INFORMATION 


Stadium: National Gymnasium of Nikaia-Koridallou Seats: 5.500 
Phone: 49.53.479 
Team Colors: Maroon-White 
President: Markos Takas 
Coach: Marty Kououzela 
Assistant Coach: Mario Bonic 
Captains: Aggelopoulos, Dimos, Dagkas, and Xouzouris. 
Office Address: Gr. Labraki and Maronias, Nikaia Phone: 53.98.160 
Worth: 600 Million Drachmas 
Press: Antonis Darzentas, Elena Priona 
‘Trainer: Kosmas Stratos 
Physical Therapists: Spiros Zisis 


STATISTICS 


First Division: Proodeftiki has 11 appezrances in the A’ 
Division, has played 346 games, has 144 losses, 109 ties, 93 wins, 
493 goals against, and 387 goals for. 
First Scorer: Frantzis, one of the great players for the team of 
Koridallos has 57 goals with the team of the “Maroons”. 
First in Appearances: Georgitsakis and Filios both share first 
place with 212 appearances each. 
‘Team Statistics: In 1960 two games before the end of the championship 
Proodefiiki and AEK tied in an unbelievable game. This tie cost AEK the 
championship that year. 


Player Statisties: Protasof needs three more goals to reach 60. For his 
first year in the A’ Division Sakis Almanidis has 34 straight appearances. 


TRADING 


Came: Kazantzis, Katsanis, Tsoutsouros, Kouloxeris, Protasof, 
Karasavvas, Gkogkas, Anastasiadis, Juema, Vidalis, Bililis, and Apostolou, 

Left: Jucandar, Colef, and Calugaritsa. 

Renewed Contract: Pantelidis and Pappas. 


Action from the U/21 game. 
HONOURS 


Championships: 0 
Doubles: 0 
Cups: 0 (0 appearances as a finalist) 


Ane this is the second straight year that the team remains in the A’ 
Division, and many new players came to aid the team it will certainly be 
another struggle to remain in the “big” division. Three foreign players left 
but Oleg Protasof made his way to Koridallos and the “Maroons”. All other 
players that came to the team are young and inexperienced and they will pro- 
vide very little help. 


PLAYERS 
Names Birthdate Playing Previous 
Since Team 
GOALKEEPERS 
1 MAIMANIS Hristos 12-17-67 1995 Karditsa 
31 KARASAVVAS Vaggelis 3-20-67 1998, Panahaiki 
15 KARANASTASIS Petros 5-12-78 1998 Gonoi 
Larisas 
DEFENDERS 
25 GIANNOPOULOS 9-25-72 1994 Drapetsona 
Panagiotis 
- 3 GOUTIS Vaggelis 25-73 1996 Korinthos 
ADAGKAS Vaggelis 4-14-74 1995, Salamina 
2 POLITIS Mihalis 5-31-71 1995 Atromitos 
20 XOUZOURIS Hias 2-26-15 1994 Panaksiakos 
5 PANTELIDIS Savvas 4-17-65 1997 Doxa Vyrona 
32 ANASTASIADIS Vasilis 7-24-74 1998 Doxa Dramas 
22 PAPPAS Vageelis 4-28-75 1998, PAO 
38 TSAPAN Terek 4-38-15 1998 Al-Horia 
MIDFIELDERS 
8 AGGELOPOULOS Yiannis 5-14-68 1985 Proodeftiki 
16 ANDRALAS Paris 12-2-78 1995 Peiraiki 
17 DIMOS Markos 8-12-72 1994 Akratit, L. 
21 BARIAMOGLOU Giorgos 5-28-74 1993 Spitha N. 
19 FOUSKAS Nikos 4-27-74 1996 Atromitos 
18 PAPADOPOULOS Soulis 7-19-67 1997 Doxa Vyrona 
29 APOSTOLOU Vasilis 5-25-16 1998 Kavala 
14 ALJAHER Haled 92-12 1998, Al-Horia 
7 ATAJAN Stepan. 7-13-66 1998, — 
33 JUEMA Odo Patrick 3-18-72 1998 Olympic 
ATTACKERS 
9 ALMANIDIS Isaak 1-5-71 1992 AO Korid. 
8 ABELAS Agapitos 38-75 1996 ——_Diagora 
11 ZAIMI Ronald 11-6-73 1996 Partizan T, 
27 KRITIKOS Yiannis 2-25-72 1994 Finika Ag. So. 
10 PROTASOF Oleg. 24-64 1998, Veroia 
AVERAGE AGE: 24.2 


: 
; 
: 
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nter Milan president Massimo Moratti tumed down 

the top job in Italian sport when he refused to take 
‘over from Mario Pescante as head of Italy's Olympic 
committee (CONT), 

Pescante, toppled by the scandal of Italy's discred- 
ited dope testing laboratory, quit two weeks ago and 
made the resignation formal at a CONI meeting in 
Rome on Tuesday. 

Moratti had been in two minds over whether to 
stand, torn between the challenge of sorting out the 
turmoil in Italian sport and devoting himself to 
Ronaldo and Roberto Baggio's bid for trophy success 
in Italy and Europe. 

He was tipped as a good candidate by Italian soc- 
cer federation Luciano Nizzola earlier in the day, but 
later replied he could not take on the job. 


Sen striker Vincenzo Montella will be out 
of for three months following surgery on his 
right ankle, the club said, 

Montella, 24, who has scored 42 Serie A goals for 
Sampdoria in the last two seasons, will go to Geneva 
for surgery next week to try and cure an ankle prob- 
Jem which has not responded to other treatment. 

Montella's absence leaves Sampdoria short of 
strikers as their summer signing Yugoslav Zoran 
Jovicic is also out through injury. 


W_fallelujah Del Piero," ran the headline in 

Gazzetta dello Sport. "The national side has 
rediscovered a key player in his most difficult 
moment.” 

"Del Piero. Magnificent obsession," said Corriere 
dello Sport, praising Italy coach Dino Zoff for stand- 
ing by his striker in his hour of need. 

Del Piero's goals against Switzerland were the 
eighth and ninth of his international career and, more 
importantly, his first in a competitive match for Italy. 
His first seven goals had all come in friendlies, 


This was how the Italian media greeted his two 
goals against Switzerland. 


nter Milan defender Salvatore Fresi has moved to 

Serie A rivals Salernitana on loan, Inter said. 

The two clubs will decide at the end of the season 
whether to make the move permanent, 

Fresi broke into the Inter first team at the end of 
last season but has failed to hold his place since the 
new season started. 


1 Milan defender Giuseppe Bergomi will reach 
jother milestone in a long and successful career 
with Inter Milan should he have made his 500th 
league appearance against Lazio at the San Siro last 
Sunday. 

Bergomi, known to fans throughout Italy as "Zio" 
or "Uncle," has been an ever present in the Italian 
game since he was drafted into Italy's 1982 World 
Cup final winning side as an 18-year-old. 

Bergomi, in his 19th season as a professional, is 
currently sixth in the all time records for Serie A 
league appearances. 

Italian national coach Dino Zoff heads the list with 
570 games. 

In a period when soccer has been turned upside 
down by massive injections of television cash and by 
the: post-Bosman freedom of player movement, 
"Uncle" Bergomi has swum against the tide, spend- 
ing his entire professional career at Inter Milan. 

It is arguable that had Bergomi accepted offers to 
move he might have won more with other clubs. His 
19 seasons with Inter have yielded just one Italian 
title, three UEFA Cups and one Italian Cup. 

Bergomis relative freedom from injury guaranteed 
him an automatic first choice place at Inter for most 
of his career, 

Last season the arrival of new coach Gigi Simoni 
prompted speculation that Bergomi was at the end of 
the road. But he regained his best form, playing a 
vital part in a successful season which saw Inter fin- 
ish second in Serie A and win the UEFA Cup.- 


Px Gascoigne is only the latest victim of a drink 
culture which makes British footballers hit the 
booze, the Italian press said last week. 

Gascoigne's treatment for alcoholism at a private 
clinic has been widely reported and commented in 
Italy, where the former England midfielder used to 
play for Serie A club Lazio. 

The Gazzetta dello Sport traced a long line of 

drink victims in British soccer, from Jimmy Greaves 
to George Best and on to Tony Adams and Paul 
Merson. 
"Getting completely sozzled, night after night, is 
in the culture,” the paper said. "Paul Gascoigne is a 
victim of that ‘drink culture’. But in his descent into 
the hell of alcoholism, he is in distinguished and 
numerous company. 

"In Italy, drunkeness has for centuries been the 
only socially reprehensible vice. It's not good to be 


SEVEN DAYS IN ITALY 


seen staggering about in public. You lose face. 

“But in England and other Northern European 
countries, for different ‘cultural’ reasons, the habit of 
raising your right arm too often is not seen as some- 
thing so unseemly. 

"In fact, getting drunk is even seen as a synonym 
for entertainment... it is a basic component of Anglo- 
Saxon machisma, Having a pint of beer in your hand 
means belonging to the category of 'real' men. 

“And amongst ‘real’ men, the strongest are the ones 
who can drink the most and who are the last ones to 
collapse.” 

‘The Gazzetta summed up: "The list of footballers 
who have had their driving licences taken away for 
drink-driving offences contains dozens of famous 
names, But at 31, Paul Gascoigne, has arrived at the 
edge of the abyss.” 

The comment followed more sympathetic treat- 
ment from the Rome-based Corriere dello Sport, 
which said: "For many people, it's easy to open fire 
‘on a champion who has dissipated and who has lived 
in the worst way imaginable, 


taly's Olympic and soccer officials and sports doc- 

tors share responsibility for lax drug-testing in 
Italian soccer, a government report said. 

The Italian Olympic Committee, the national soc- 
cer federation and the association of sports doctors 
all neglected their duties in overseeing the now- 
closed Acqua Acetosa lab, according to a commis- 
sion appointed by acting Deputy Premier Walter 
Veltroni, who is sports minister. 

Drug tests were carried out only partially, docu- 
mentation was not properly preserved and there have 
been allegations that positive results were covered 
up. 
"The facts show that there was a lack of appropri- 
ate oversight," Veltroni said. 

The ongoing scandal has sparked three inquiries 
by prosecutors and led to the resignation of Italian 
Olympic Committee president Mario Pescante and 
the firing of Emilio Gasbarrano, the head of the 
Acqua Acetosa lab. 

The soccer federation was criticized for failing to 
abide by international urine-testing guidelines, and its 
president, Luciano Nizzola, acknowledged, "There 
may have been mistakes.” 

But he ruled out stepping down. 

Veltroni argued for drastic reform. 

“Major renewal is needed, including reforming 
CONI and cleaning up the image ... of the sports 
world, which has been seriously compromised,” he 
said, using the acronym for the Italian Olympic 
Committee. 


nchman Zinedine Zidane, rated the world's best 
midfielder, has warned Juventus that he might 
leave the Italian champion and some false friends. 
Zidane, who guided the hosts to victory at France 
"98, feels bitter and betrayed by someone in Turin 
after a some inconsistent play. 


Previously wooed by Manchester United, he is 
ready to ditch a contract that runs to 2003, 

"I've been through a very difficult time which 1 
think is finally coming to an end," said the 26- 
year-old. 

"I played fairly well against Russia and Andorra 
for the national side and although I'm not yet at 
my best, I'm getting there, 

"Lhaven't been concerned about it, because peo- 
ple in the game have told me not to worry. That 
after a year as hard as the last one — and not just 
because of the World Cup — it's only usual to be a 
bit behind in the new season," 

But he went on: "There are people here who are 
always there to give me a pat on the back and to 
make compliments when things are going well. 
But during the hard times, like the ones I've just 
been through, they disappear. 

"They disappear into the void, into the world of 
silence. Before I didn't understand what they were 
really like. Now, after what's happened, I do 
know." 

Zidane cleared his teammates of any blame and 
would not identify the target of his attack, though 
the Italian press pointed the finger at the club's 
owner and honorary president, Fiat baron 
Giovanni Agnelli, 

He simply warned the club; "It could be that I 
leave Juventus before the contract expires. I don't 
even remember if that's in 2003 or 2004. 

"But it doesn't make much difference because I 
will almost certainly not be respecting it, 

"Let me make one thing clear — at the moment, 
I am here, with Juventus, and I'm happy about 
that, But who knows if I will be here next season? 

"After four or five years with the club I might 
just realize that that's enough and that it's time to 
go," he told the Turin-based paper, Tuttosport. 
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erman football's bad boy Steffen Effenberg's 
lcareer took another turn for the worse on 
Wednesday when he was arrested for alleged drink- 
driving. 

The 29-year-old, who recently announced he was 
retiring from international football just weeks after 
being recalled from four years in the wilderness, 
could face a fine of 500 deutschmarks (300 dollars) 
and his licence being taken away for a month. 
Effenberg, who was infamously sent home from 
the 1994 World Cup after making offensive gestures 
at German fans who were booing him, provided a 
reading of 1.07 milligramms when German police 
stopped him. 

Effenbereg is currently playing for Bundesliga 
leaders Bayern Munich. 


(ls Club Bruges were eliminated from the 
Belgian cup on Wednesday, going down 3-2 to 
second division Tilleur/Liege. ‘i 
Tilleur, 11th in the lower division, twice came from 
behind against their high-flying visitors and snatched 
a shock berth in the quarterfinals courtesy of an 80th 
minute winner. 

Bruges have won the Belgian cup seven times. 


he England Football Association have been fined 
27,000 pounds by UEFA for alleged racist chanti- 


Group One 
P WODEL F A Pts 
Italy Peel ia amie: an ial) 
Denmark Bi At le Ni Alien tie 6 
Swizeand 2 1 0 47 2 1 3 
Wales GEODATA Sears 
Belarus Peo ie OF asl 
Next matches: 
March 26 - Denmark v Italy 
Belarus v Switzerland 
Group Two 
RP. .We be - F (AL Pie 
Norway Bee Gok Oi) Os Di teh -O 
Greece Bee Pet Ss Oh Bae 4 
Georgia Gee hae O 2S 
Albania espe Dp “aes Ss 
Latvia 3 abs 0aee. Ar A- 3 
Slovenia 3: Bb ase ce. 1 
Next matches: 
March 26 - Greece vs. Norway 
Georgia vs. Slovenia 
Group Three 
Powe pt FP cache 
Turkey Bsa is 0S StF 
Finland ioe eo as Shagee = 5: 
Germany Pon 2) 2 28 
Nthmirland 2 0 1 1 1 3 4 
Moldova Oe / OF 10's 20.0) =: 3-28) 
Next match: 
Nov 17 —Northern Ireland v Moldova 
Group Four 
P woODd’L ’F A Pts 
Ukraine 2 2 Senor S< 0/2 6 
France Go VBE ORS eB 


EURO U/21_ 


EFFENBERG ARRESTED 


ng by England fans at a black Swedish peyer during 
the recent Euro 2000 qualifier as well as damage 
caused to the stadium after the game. 

UEFA acted after a complaint by the referee that 
racist chants had been directed at Celtic striker 
Henrik Larsson during the game. 

But the majority of the fine was for damage 
wreaked by hooligans on the Rasunda Stadium in 
the aftermath of England's 2-1 defeat. 


onnie Spelbos was anpolned coach of Dutch 
First Division side NAC Breda for the second time 
in his coaching career. 

The 44-year-old former Dutch international defend- 
er, who coached the side from 1993-95, will remain 
at the club until the end of the season after taking 
cover from German coach Herbert Neumann — who 
has replaced Artur Jorge as coach of Vitesse 
Arnhem. 2 

Spelbos, who scouted for the Dutch national team 
at the 1998 World Cup finals, was previously techni- 
cal director of Vitesse Arnhem and Utrecht, who 
sacked him at the end of 1997, 

Breda, who have only won the 1921 title and the 
1973 Dutch Cup since they were founded in 1912, 
are currently fourth from bottom in the league with 
just one win in eight matches. 


Russia Oe Ae” Bie Nena eaten) 
Armenia Pst oth ald ca aS, om TS 
Iceland Be 20) Ol ans eanalae 
Group Five 

P WoODtLF A Pts 
England Bil POOR OP “BE Os 
Poland Qe ES 0 eee 
Bulgaria Sinko Ay es Ea 
Sweden Diy LO ZOVS 2 cle AED 
Luxembourg 2 0 0 2 0 10 0 

Next matches: 
March 26 — Sweden v Luxembourg 
England v Poland 
Group Seven 

Pe Wee Dit Fi “Ae Pls 
Slovakia a eek a cai ants 
Portugal Sy adite ts tr 2 & 
Romania Bias OLB ot. 
Azerbaijan Fee | Eo 0 a RS Ve 
Hungary 3. Geeew 3. 2.7 0 

Next match: 
March 25 — Portugal v Azerbaijan 
Group Eight 

Pi We Dob F oA: >Pis 
Croatia eS 1 ee ~ 
Ireland Pees (ae me ek i 
Macedonia aU tee ieee: 
Matta 5c 30 ie ead Fe | s) ) 
Yugoslavia Cher be 0y O- OF 08-0 

- Next match: 


Nov 17 - Malta v Macedonia 


Please note, group 6 was not available for 
publishing. 
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Group One 
P WesO- iL OF SAD Pts 
Italy 2 eet 20.4 BOPe6 
Wales 3 ee 0 de 
Denmark 3 ee a Be Me 
Belarus 2 0 1 § (A ee oa | 
Switzerland 2 ) 1 ‘Tels Brat 
Next matches: 
March 27 - Belarus vs. Switzerland 
Denmark vs. Italy 
In Zurich: Switzerland 1 Denmark 1 
Scorers: 
Switzerland - Stephane Chapuisat 57 
Denmark - Ole Tobiasen 90 
HT: 0-0; Att: 12,500 
In Cardiff: Wales 3 Belarus 3 
Scorers: 
Wales - John Robinson 14, Chris Coleman 53, Kit 
Symons 88 
Belarus - Sergei Gurenko 20; Valentin Belkovic 48 
Group Two 
P Wes Dry) F:. SA: Pts: 
Latvia 3 2: Net 24 36: 
Greece 2 1 te POLS Ao = 34. 
Slovenia 3 1 sl ad 4s 
Norway 3 1 1 eae 6 4 
Georgia 3 1 (0 Nes ae 4 oe8 
Albania 2 0 1 i> eet 


Next matches: 

March 27 - Greece vs. Norway 

In Athens; Greece 3 Georgia 0 
Scorers: Nikolaos Machlas 13, Nikolaos Lymperopoulos 
15, Marinos Ouzoundis 36 

Halftime: 3-0; Attendance 15,000 

In Oslo: Norway 2 Albania 2 

Scorers: 
Norway - Kjetil Rekdal 82pen, Henning Berg 87 
Albania - Alban Bushi 37, Igli Tare 52 
HT: 0-1; Att: 17,770 
In Maribor: Slovenia 1 Latvia 0 
Scorer: Saso Udovic 85 


Group Three 
P WESD ESE A= Pt 
Finland 3 LIRA a ORE, teal: 
Turkey 3 2yecO Ione, HG, 
Germany 2 ‘cae, Mal Te-am} 
Northern Ireland 2 1 er 3.3 
Moldova OrngtOe 2oe 8-6: 40, 
Next matches: 
March 27 - Northern Ireland vs. Germany 
Turkey vs. Moldova 
In Chisinau: Moldova 1 Germany 3 
Scorers: 
Moldova - Alexandru Guzun 6 
Germany - Ulf Kirsten 19, 36, Oliver Bierhoff 38 
HT: 1-3; Att: 7,000 
In Istanbul: Turkey 1 Finland 3 
Scorers: 
Turkey - Ogun Temizkanoglu 73 
Finland - Mixu Paatelainen 5, Jonatan Johansson 51, 
Jari Litmanen 90 
HT: 0-1; Att: 30,000 
Group Four 
al Wi AES eet ae Py 
Ukraine 3 = OrOeee 
France ce a me iets yg 
Iceland 3 1 nO ees =o 
Armenia 3 1 1 ‘es jonni: § 
Russia Ch ie eet: een Sey Aaa *) 
Andorra eee 0... iG! ote ay gO), 


Next matches: 
March 27 - Andorra vs. Iceland 
France vs. Ukraine 
Armenia vs. Russia 
In Kiev: Ukraine 2 Armenia 0 
Scorers: Serhiy Skachenko 32, Andriy Husin 83 
HT: 1-0; Att: 25,000 
In Reykjavik: \celand 1 Russia 0 
Scorer: Runar Kristinsson 88 
Red card - Alexei Smertin (Russia) 74 
HT: 0-0; Att: 3,500 
In Paris: France 2 Andorra 0 
Scorers: Vincent Candela 53, Youri Djorkaeff 61 
HT: 0-0; Att: 75,000 


Martin Hiden 68, Eduard Glieder 76 
HT: 0-0; Attendance: 1,000 
In Tel Aviv: israel 1 Spain 2 
Scorers: 
Israel - Alon Hazan 63 


Group Five Spain - Fernando Hierro 65, Joseba Etxeberria 77 
HT: 0-0; Att: 42,000 
P W.5D ~ (La Ap sets 
Poland D2) 0 sos Oe Cee On 26) Group Seven 
Sweden D sn Beene Ouse iO: SeSiains ty 386: 
England 3 1 TV AeA 2th 4. Z PESW Die FF A bis 
Bulgaria 3 05s) Y25e0 Saat Romania ec Ua falls GT eee ae 
Luxembourg 2 Os» 0:5 S220? SSr ae, Slovakia GPa Rts Or tihee7 SRO eG, 
Next matches: Portugal Bere Pe cOns til tee G mare et: 
March 27 - Sweden vs. Luxembourg Hungary Soa insacreles 6 Eee: 
England vs. Poland Liechtenstein 3 1 One. 25S 2 12 3 
Azerbaijan 3 O- 10p se Sitont ‘Si=10) 


Jn Bourgas: Bulgaria 0 Sweden 1 
Scorer: Henrik Larsson 62 
HT: 0-0; Att: 12,000 
In Luxembourg: Luxembourg 0 England 3 
Scorers: Michael Owen 19, Alan Shearer 40 pen, 
Gareth Southgate 90 
HT: 0-2; Att: 9,000 


Next matches: 

March 26 - Portugal vs. Azerbaijan 
March 27 - Romania vs. Slovakia 
Hungary vs. Liechtenstein 
In Budapest: Hungary 1 Romania 1 
Scorers: 

Hungary - Janos Hrutka 83. 


Group Six Romania - Viorel Moldovan 51 
Red cards - Ferenc Hamori (Hungary) 87, lulian Fililpescu 
P.. aW. 40> LS ha A= Pe (Romania) 90. 
Austria 6! 552 A, AO BRAT ot, : HT: 0-0; Att: 40,000 
Israel 3 1 isc yee bp In Bratislava: Slovakia 0 Portugal 3 
Spain 2 1 ro) 5 ee eo Scorers - Joao Pinto 17, 30, Abel Xavier 70 
Cyprus 2 chae fvOmte to awe sagis) HT; 2-0; Att: 22,059 
San Marino 2 ON One et 9 O In Vaduz: Liechtenstein 2 Azerbaijan 1 
Scorers: 


In Serravalle: San Marino 1 Austria 4 
Scorers: 

San Marino - San Marino: Andy Selva 80pen 

Austria - Ivica Vastic 58, Christian Mavrieb 64, 


Liechtenstein 2 - Mario Frick 47 pen, Martin Telser 49 
Azerbaijan 1 - Kurban Kurbanov 59 
HT: 0-0; Att: 1,900 
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ussia has surrendered its last hopes of 
reaching the European Championship 
finals and heads could roll after a 1-0 

lefeat by Iceland, a senior national 
soccer official said on Thursday. 

Wednesday's defeat in Reykjavik, sealed by an 
88th minute own goal by defender Yuri Kovtun, 
left Russia bottom of qualifying group four with 
no points from three matches. 

"Yuri Kovtun eliminated the last chance the 
Russian team would have had if it had managed a 
draw with Iceland,” Vladimir Radionoy, general 
secretary of the Russian Football Union (RFU), 
told Reuters by telephone, 

He said the union was due to meet for a confer- 
ence on October 22 and the future of coach 
Analoty Byshovets and RFU President Vyacheslav 
Koloskov were likely to be on the agenda. 

"The question of the resignation of President 
Vyacheslav Koloskoy and Russia coach Anatoly 
Byshovets will inevitably arise," Radionov said. 

Byshovets was brought in under Kremlin pres- 
sure after Russia failed to reach this year's World 
Cup finals. But Russia have lost all five matches 
under him, including European Championship 
qualifiers against Iceland, Ukraine and world 
champions France. 

"Luck has said goodbye to us," Byshovets said 
after Wednesday's match. 

He said he did not know how the defeat would 
affect his future as Russia's coach, 

"I have a contract until 2002 but anything can 
happen,” he said. 

Byshovets, who insisted on a four-year contract 
when he was appointed in July, has said he is 
already looking beyond Euro 2000 to the World 
Cup Finals in 2002. 

He has been hampered by an injury crisis but 
the team looks demoralised, short of ideas, lacks a 
world class striker and is vulnerable in defence. 
‘The team’s attempts to attack in Reykjavik failed 
miserably. 

"Byshovets’ experiment has ended: three match- 
es — three defeats and We are out of Euro 2000, 
20 months before it starts,” the Sport-Express 
daily newspaper said on Thursday. 

"We failed to see any of the attacks Byshovets 
had spoken of and we got an ice-cold shower (in 
Tceland),” it said. 

The Sovietsky Sport newspaper also said Russia 
now had no chance of qualifying for the finals. 


Luis Enrique Spain’s dynamic midfielder. 


he Spanish media, desperate for success, 
hailed their country's toothless 2-1 win over 
Israel in a European championship qualifier as the 
start of a bright new era on Thursday under coach 


Jose Antonio Camacho. 

A mistake from Israel goalkeeper 
Rafi Cohen gifted Spain victory on 
Wednesday after an embarrassing 3-2 
defeat by Cyprus in the opening match 
of the campaign, 

Sport, the Barcelona newspaper, led 
the applause, describing the result as 
“a resurrection after the humiliation in 


Former coach Javier Clemente was 
forced by media pressure to resign 
after the Cyprus debacle. 

Madrid-based rival Marca was 
slightly more critical and called Joseba 
Etxeberria’s second-half winner on 
Wednesday "manna from heaven.” 

But an editorial 
recognised:"Victory, and the three 
points, were the most important thing. 

"Spain demonstrated their power to 
come back from behind. They showed 


| teal character.” 


‘That Spain had to come from a goal 
down was due to a terrible perfor- 
mance in the opening hour. 

Camacho's side failed to impose any 
authority in midfield, where Eyal 


| Berkovic was outstanding, and looked 


nervous in front of goal, Raul and 


| Kiko both missing excellent chances. 


And it was no more than Israel 
deserved when they went ahead after 
63 minutes, Alon Hazan firing home 
from the edge of the area after a fluent 
move. 

But Fernando Hierro got them back 
into the match two minutes later with a 
powerful free kick and Etxeberria 
wrapped up victory 13 minutes from 
time, 

‘And the new coach promised a con- 
tinued emphasis on fight rather than 


flair in the side's forthcoming fixtures. 

"We came to win and we won — that's the 
important thing. We've improved as a group but 
we have to continue fighting.” 

‘The Spanish Press and public are sticking with 
Camacho for now, as this victory, however scrap- 
py, marks a major improvement on the side's 
showing against Cyprus. 

But Camcho could find himself subjected to 
some of the same treatement meted out to 
Clemente if Spain do not show a little more star 
quality in their next qualifier, at home to Austria 
on March 27 next year. 


‘orwegians reacted glumly after the national 

team was held 2-2 by Albania on Wednesday 
in a group two European championship qualifying 
match. 

‘The draw dimmed Norway's chances of reach- 
ing the finals after it started as one of the 
favourites of a group now led by Latvia, Greece 
and Slovenia, 

"The tactics failed," the daily Verdens Gang 
said in a front-page headline over a picture of a 
depressed-looking trainer Nils Johan Semb, who 
took over after the World Cup finals. 

Norway would have to write history to get to 
the 2000 championships, it said, adding that no 
team had reached the finals after such a bad home 
start. 

The draw followed a 3-1 defeat against Latvia 
last month, Norway's first home defeat in seven 
years, a sharp comedown from the World Cup dur- 
ing which Norway beat Brazil 2-1 in an upset dur- 
ing the first round. 

The tabloid Dagbladet advised Semb to choose 
the entire Rosenborg Trondheim side for future 
games, : 

It urged him to drop stars with foreign clubs, 
including Manchester United's Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer‘and Chelsea's Tore Andre Flo, who 
spend long periods sitting on the bench. 

Norway were lucky to escape with a draw on 
‘Thursday, scoring twice in the last 10 minutes 
after Albania scored twice against a Norwegian 
side lacking aggression. 
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panish second division club Sporting Gijon said on 

Saturday their new coach would be Dutchman 

Aad de Mos, The club will be the tenth in De Mos” 

long career that has including stints at Ajax 
Amsterdam, Anderlecht, PSV Eindhoven and Werder 
Bremen. 

Sporting, rooted to the bottom of the second division with 
only two points from their six games so far, sacked their pre- 
vious coach Antonio Lopez this week. 

De Mos faces an unenviable task, as he will be Sporting’s 
sixth coach in little more than a season. 

Last year four men came and went, Sporting finished bot- 
tom of the Spanish first division and they were relegated after 
winning only two games all season. 


Fr people were hurt as several hundred Spartak Moscow 
fans fought supporters of local rivals Rotor in Volgograd 
on Saturday before their premier division match, ITAR- 
TASS news agency said. 

A dozen Spartak fans Were detained after the clash, it said: 

Fan violence is nothing new to Russian soccer and Spartak 
supporters have a reputation as some of the most trouble- 
some. 

Last month, Spartak fans were involved in the biggest 
clash of the year against rival CSKA supporters. 

Some 700 supporters battled with sticks, bottles and fists 
in the Russian capital before the all-Moscow derby. 


Genes soccer bosses have failed to reach agreement on a 
proposed reduction in the number of foreign players in the 
country. 

A meeting of the Footballers’ Association (AFA) and the 
Spanish Federation (RFEF) with representatives from the 
Football League (LEP) resulted in no change to the rules gov- 
ering the number of non-European Union players in Spain. 

And that decision to stick with the status quo left AFA 
President Gerardo Gonzalez Movilla fuming. 

“T don’t understand this loyalty towards foreign players,” 
Gonzalez Movilla said as he left the meeting. 

“Some of them do not justify their appearance in our 
game. You have (o take into account that there are Spanish 
footballers on the dole.” 

Spanish football chiefs agreed at a meeting last year to 
allow six non-BU players in each premier league squad. 

The AFA and the RFEF had wanted that figure reduced to 
four but the 1997 decision will now stand until the year 2000. 

All sides did agree to continue discussing the matter, in the 
hope of reaching a new commitment before the end of the 
current season. 


su in Spain and Real Madrid beat leaders Real Zaragoza 4-3 
in a thrilling match to return to the top of the Spanish first 
division. 

‘The two teams started the day occupying the top two places in 
the league and the battle for top spot in Zaragoza did not disap- 
point with four goals scored before halftime. 

Fernando Hierro started the goal deluge after 11 minutes, con- 
verting a penalty after Croatian left winger Robert Jarni was 
brought down by the Zaragoza goalkeeper Juanmi Garcia. 

Roberto Carlos put the European champions two goals in front 
eight minutes later but Zaragoza’s Savo Milosevic got the hosts 
back into the game after 25 minutes. 

Spanish international Raul Gonzalez celebrated his return to 
the ground where he made his first division debut four years ago 
by getting his sixth goal of the season to put Real 3-1 up. 

However Zaragoza narrowed the gap again when Gustavo 
Lopez scored after 63 minutes. 

Predrag Mijatovic got Real Madrid’s foutth after 74 minutes 
but once again the two-goal advantage did not last long. 

Four minutes later Kily Gonzalez scored when a header from 
Real Madrid captain Manuel Sanchis landed at his feet. 

Zaragoza were unlucky not to get a share of the points three 
minutes from time when a shot from Milosevic triggered an 
excellent save from Real Madrid goalkeeper Bodo Illgner, 

Real Madrid's neighbours Atletico also notched up three 
points with a 2-0 win over Tenerife. All the action at the 
Vicente Calderon was packed into the last 20 minutes. 

Brazilian midfielder Juninho, a half-time substitute, scored 
from the penalty spot after Felipe Minambres brought down 
Spanish international striker Kiko Narvaez. 

Ina game that saw 14 bookings, Tenerife lost two men in 
less than a minute when Brazilians Andre Luiz and then 
Emerson were given their marching orders for fouls. 

Tt was an unhappy day for Brazilians as two minutes later 
when Juninho was sent off for a dangerous tackle. Roberto 
Fresnedoso added a second goal for Atletico two minutes into 
injury time. 

Celta Vigo extended their unbeaten record with a 3-0 


away at Real Betis. The game tumed on the sending-off of | 


Fernando Sanchez after just 18 minutes. 

Second half goals from Claude Makelele, Juan Sanchez 
and Jorge Cadete left Real Betis still mired in the relegation 
zone. 


Baz Munich vice-president Karl-Heinz Rummenigge | 


suggested soccer matches should be played in three peri- 


‘ods instead of two halves to make them more attractive for | 


television. 7 

“That's something we should try,” said the former German 
star. “We must think of ways to allow the television channels 
to get their money back and that would be one,” he added, 
referring to the fact that three periods would allow broadcast- 
ers to show more commercial breaks. 


Rummenigge also pressed for the introduction of pay-per- | 


view television in Germany. 

“Tt is a necessity,” he said. “Germany is the only market 
where it does not exist.” 

-His-idea-will not go down well with traditionalists, who 
will argue that television already has far too much influence 
over soccer. 


‘eanwhile, Bayern Munich were in convincing form on 

the weekend, as neither Schalke 04 nor driving rain 
could stop the leaders from extending their unbeaten nun with 
aconvincing 3-1 away victory in the German first division on 
Saturday. 

Bayern overcame a brave challenge from the 1997 UEFA 
Cup champions to boost their morale ahead of Wednesday's 
Champions’ League clash at home to Barcelona. 

The Bayarians, who have now recorded seven wins and 
one draw in their eight Bundesliga games, went ahead in the 
third minute when Schalke defender Yves Eigenrauch, under 
pressure from Elber, put the ball into his own net. 

Schalke came close to levelling three minutes later with a 
header by Dutch striker Rene Eijkelkamp from an Oliver 
Held cross which Bayern keeper Oliver Kahn blocked with a 
spectacular save. 

‘The visitors went 2-0 up in the 14th minute with a fine free 
kick from midfielder Mario Basler, who curled the ball 
around the wall to surprise Schalke’s young goalkeeper 
Matthias Schober. 

The Gelsenkirchen club, cheered on by over 60,000 fans, 
reduced the arrears in the 20th minute through Eijkelkamp, 
whose effort from just outside the penalty area deflected off 
Bayem defender Thomas Helmer's leg to leave Kahn helpless. 

Schalke dominated in the second half but saw Bayern seal vic~ 


tory with a breakaway goal from close range by striker Carsten | 


Jancker in the 64th minute, 

“Against Bayern, you can’t make any mistakes and we saw 
that today,” said Schalke’s Dutch coach Huub Stevens, whose 
men dropped one place down to 13th. * 
fans were fantastic as always. Of course I'm disappointed.” 


The win left Bayern three points clear of city rivals TSV 1860 | 
Munich, who held on to their second place by beating VfL | 


Bochum 2-1 on Friday. 

“The fact that we took an early lead forced Schalke to take 
risks,” said Bayern coach Ottmar Hitzfeld. “After they scored, 
we made a tactical mistake by playing too defensively but I'm 
not complaining. It's a deserved victory.” 

‘Ambitious Bayer Leverkusen survived a scare, fighting from 
two goals down to win 3-2 at Eintracht Frankfurt, 


Frankfurt, last season's second division champions, used first- 
half goals from Chinese striker Yang Chen and midfielder | 


Alexander Schur to build a 2-0 lead, - 

Germany striker Ulf Kirsten restored hope for Leverkusen by 
scoring in the 53rd minute. Croatian midfielder Nico Kovac lev- 
elled in the 75th minute and substitute Thomas Reichenberger, 
who had only just come on, managed the winner with five min- 
utes remaining. 


“We were so bad in the first half that we could have found | 
ourselves 3-0 or 4-0 down. In the second half, it was much bet- | 


ter,” said Leverkusen coach Christoph Daum, whose side 
remained third. 

Russian striker Sergei Kiryakov was the hero in Hamburg 
SV’s 4-1 demolition of MSV Duisburg with three goals. 

Danish defender Thomas Gravesen gave the signal for an 
impressive performance by opening the scoring in the 17th 
minute. 

Kiryakov then performed his heroics and all Duisburg could 
do was reduce the arrears with a late goal by striker Markus 
Beierle. 

‘The 1983 European champions, re-emerging as a soccer force 
after going through hard times, move one place up to fourth. 

“We can still get better,” said Hamburg coach, Frank 
Pagelsdorf. 


fe tried hard and our | 


MACHLAS 
HAT-TRICK 


first half hat-trick by Greek inter- 
national Nikos Machlas lifted 
Vitesse Arnhem to a 3-2 victory 
over Willem II Tilburg on 
| Saturday and earned them a tie with 
| Feyenoord atop the Dutch league. 

Feyenoord, who have a game in hand over 
Vitesse and lead on goal difference, drew 0-0 
with Roda JC Kerkrade after playing much of 
that match with 10 men after defender Kees van 
Wonderen was sent off in the 25th minute for a 
professional foul. 

Both Feyenoord and Vitesse have 20 points 
but Vitesse has played nine matches to its 
| rivals’ eight. 
Last season's European top goalscorer 
| Machlas started his tally in the 14th minute in 
| Armhem by deflecting a Dmitri Shukov shot in 
| with his heel and rounded it off 25 minutes later 

to take his tally so far this season to nine goals. 
| Tt was the first victory for Vitesse under 
| coach Herbert Neumann, who replaced Artur 
| Jorge last week after the Portuguese moved to 

France's Paris St Germain. 
| Machlas's second goal came when he beat an 
| offside trap. 

Mark Schenning then brought the Tilburg 
side back into the game in the 28th minute 
before Machlas scored again by controlling a 
Dejan Curovie cross with his chest and then 
shooting past goalkeeper Jimmy Van Fessem, 

Amo Arts made it 3-2 from the penalty spot 
a minute before halftime after a Mare van 
Hintum foul. 

Feyenoord was on top against Roda until 
Van Wonderen was sent off for grabbing Peter 
yan Houdt by the shirt to prevent him from 

| breaking through the Feyenoord defense. 

Tt was the fourth season Roda had failed to 
score in the Kuip stadium but the first time in 
four years that they had taken a point home, 


spite missing World Cup stars Thierry 
Henry and David Trezeguet, both injured 

in midweek international action, Monaco swept 

|. into title contention in France on Saturday by 

blanking Montpellier 2-0. 

In the absence of their young strikers, the 
Principality side, the champion two seasons 
ago, tured to Croatian Robert Spehar for goals. 
He didn't disappoint, scoring twice in the first 

| half to seal a victory which took Jean Tigana's 
| men into third place behind Bordeaux and 
| Marseille. 

Monaco welcomed back French World Cup- 
winning goalkeeper Fabien Barthez, laid low 
| for three weeks by a thigh injury. He had quiet 
| return against a Montpellier side which 

remained joint top scorer with Bordeaux but a 

less potent force now that striker Ibrahim 

Bakayako has joined Everton. 


Defending champions Lens, looking for a 
morale-boosting win before Wednesday's 
European Champions League meeting with 
Panathinaikos, could only manage a 2-2 home 
draw with Auxerre after spurning a hatful of 
good chances, Wagneau Eloi being the chief 
culprit, 

Eloi scored both the home side's goals but a 
Stephane Camot drive and Steve Marlet’s head- 
er sayed a point for Auxerre, which is seventh. 

Eloi equalized Carnot's fifth-minute opener 
with a header from a cross by French interna- 
tional striker Tony Vairelles and then put them 
in front from close range on 26 minutes with 
the Auxerre defense ina muddle. 

The Lens striker might easily have had a 
gaggle of goals but a header midway through 
the second half spun just wide of the near post 
and two meaty drives flashed yards off target, 

With just two minutes left, Eloi headed inch- 
es over from six-yards out, = 

Bordeaux still lead the table from Marseille 
by a single point after both frontrunners 
enjoyed clear victories on Friday. 

Bordeaux saw off Nantes 2-0 with first-half 
goals from Johan Micoud and Kaba Diawara, 
while former European champions Marseille 
won by the same score at Strasbourg, Florian 
Maurice scoring a double to maintain 
Marseille's status as the league's only unbeaten 
side, 

‘Artur Jorge had to settle for a draw on Friday 
on his return for a second spell in charge of 
Paris Saint Germain, a Marco Simone goal 
securing a point at high-flying Lyon. 

After Simone smashed home a full-blooded 
volley in the 18th minute it seemed PSG, who 
sacked Alain Giresse a week ago, were set fair 
for a win. 

But Lyon got back on terms 60 seconds after 
the interval when Christophe Cocard swung a 
left-footed effort from the edge of the area 
which should have been saved but instead a 
woeful dive by PSG keeper Bernard Lama let it 
bounce over him into the goal, 

The dropped points left Lyon six points off 
the pace after the leading pair both won, 

In Saturday's other action Metz, runnerup 
last season, came tantalizingly close to its first 
win after Viadan Lukic scored from six yards 
out to give it the lead at Sochaux after the home 
defense failed to clear a loose ball, 

But Olivier Baudry leveled in the final 
onds to leave both sides joint bottom with a pi 
try five points. 

Rennes kept its good start going with a road 
win at Nancy behind a superb curling effort 
from Edwars Cisse after 14 minutes for the 
only goal. Promoted Lorient drew 0-0 with Le 
Hayre, 
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EURO 2000 IN BRIEF 


Err coach Glenn Hoddle could breath a 
small sigh of relief after his team beat the 
part-timers of Luxembourg 3-0 in the European 
Championship Group 5 qualifier on 
Wednesday. 

The result kept alive England's dim hopes of 
reaching the finals but it is unlikely to relieve the 
pressure on Hoddle, who has come in for heavy 
criticism after just one win in five games before 
Wednesday's match. 

The 4,000 England fans who travelled to the tiny 
European country with a population of just 100,000 
—a fraction of the number of registered footballers 
in England — booed their team off the pitch. 

England have scored 28 goals in their last five 
fixtures against Luxembourg, who have won only 
three of their last 63 matches, and the lack of more 
goals may not be enough to save Hoddle for 
another battering in the press. 

The goals came from Liverpool star Michael 
Owen and captain Alan Shearer (penalty) in the 
first half before Aston Villa defender Gareth 
Southgate added a little respectibility to the 
scoreline with a third goal in the final minute. 

Hoddle made four changes from the side that 
came in for flak after Saturday's drab 0-0 draw 
against Bulgaria at Wembley which left them with 
just one point from two games and an uphill task to 
qualify for the finals. 

West Ham defender Rio Ferdinand, 19, was 
brought in for the injured Tony Adams, midfield 
hardman Batty came in for Rob Lee, and Phil 
Neville replaced foot injury victim Graeme Le Saux 
on the left flank, 

Manchester United midfielder David Beckham 
(right) was also recalled for his first international 
action since his dramatic World Cup sending-off 
against Argentina landed him a two-match 
suspension. 

England survived a remarkable let-off after only 
six minutes when Dany Theis, a 30-year-old civil 
servant, missed a penalty after goalkeeper David 
Seaman brought down Christophe Marcel. 

Referee Sotiris Vorgias pointed instantly to the 
spot but Theis saved England from a humiliating 
start by firing his shot well over the bar. 

The incident had echoes of Bologna in 1993 
when England went behind to minnows San 
Marino after just eight seconds. 

England, though, dominated the early 
exchanges and went in 2-0 at the interval after 45 
rainswept minutes. 

Beckham had their first genuine chance on goal 
when he sawhis powerful drive well-saved by 
Luxembourg goalkeeper Paul Koch. 

England made the the breakthrough after 19 
minutes to relieve some of the intense pressure 
that has built up in recent weeks. 

Owen latched on to a a pass from Darren 
Anderton before sliding the ball beyond Koch and 
drilling home a right-footed shot from a narrow 
angle for his fourth goal for his country. 

In the 20th minute Beckham picked up the first 
yellow card of the game for handling the ball as he 
tried to go past a Luxembourg defender. 

England doubled their advantage six minutes 
before the interval when Anderton's chip into the 
area was handled by Theis. 

Shearer made no mistake with the penalty when 
he hammered his shot into the left-hand corner of 
the net. 

It was his 22nd goal for England and took him to 
10th place in the all- time list of scorers ahead of 
Kevin Keegan and Mick Channon. 

England were lacklustre in the second half and 
struggled to break down a team of builders, 
bankers and civil servants. 

The travelling fans began to chant their 
disapproval but they raised a cheer when 
Southgate lashed a shot into the back of the net in 
the dying seconds. 


Wars, continued their winning ways on 
Wednesday night beating Belarus 3-2 for a 
second win in five days in the European 
championship qualifying group one. 

The hosts got the perfect start at Ninian Park 
when wingback John Robinson put them in front 
with a well-struck shot from 12 yards out after 14 
minutes. 

But the sweeper system employed by Wales 


manager Bobby Gould in the first half appeared to 
encourage Belarus to get forward and they 
equalized after 20 minutes through a diving header 
from Sergei Gurenko. 

Worse was to follow for Wales three minutes 
into the second half when Belarus center forward 
Valentin Belkovich dribbled his way past the home 
defense before finishing past goalkeeper Paul 
Jones. 

Chris Coleman levelled for Wales with a close- 
range volley in the 54th minute and his fellow 
Fulham defender Kit Symons rose to head home 
the winner from a Darren Barnard comer with just 
seven minutes left. 


Tee. Robbie Keane struck twice as the 
Republic of ireland romped to a comfortable 
5-0 win over no-hopers Malta in the European 
Championship Group 8 qualifier at Lansdowne 
Road also on Wednesday. 

The Wolverhampton Wanderers sensation, who 
turned 18 in July, found the net after 16 and 18 
minutes, the second a superb individual effort, to 
become the Republic's youngest ever scorer. 

Manchester United midfielder Roy Keane, who 
is no relation to his younger namesake, added a 
third after 54 minutes with a drive from 30 yards 
that dribbled over the line which goalkeeper 
Reggie Cini failed to hold. 

Veteran striker Niall Quinn added a fourth 10 
minutes later -- his 17th for his country but his first 
at international level for more than two years. 

Damien Duff created the goal as his low cross 
from the left was collected by Quinn, who 
miraculously glided his side-footed shot out of the 
goalkeeper's reach, 

Malta have not won a match since beating 
Estonia four years ago and another miserable 
result was sealed when defender Gary Breen 
added the Republic's fifth on 82 minutes. 


Bly Dodds struck his third goal in two 
games as Scotland scraped to a 2-1 victory 
over the Faroe Islands in their European 
championship group nine qualifier. 

Dodds, who scored twice in the previous 
Saturday's 3-2 win over Estonia, landed an 
opportunist header in first half stoppage time that 
turned out to be of crucial importance. 

It gave the Scots a 2-0 half-time lead, building 
ona fine goal from Celtic's Craig Burley in the 21st 
minute. 

But Craig Brown's side went off the boil in the 
second half and allowed the Faroes back into the 
game and it was no surprise when John Peterssen. 
convered an 86th minute penalty after Colin 
Hendry had brought down Todi Johnsson. 

Scotland, who were jeered off the pitch by the 
Aberdeen crowd, now lie second in their group 
behind the Czech Republic with seven points from 
three games. The Czechs have a maximum nine 
after beating Estonia 4-1. 
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LOUTS HIT TINY GAZZA BACK TO 


LUXEMBOURG 


leading English supporters body slammed the 
policing of England fans at this year’s World Cup 
finals. It also described the ticket distribution 
system at the tournament in France as 
"disgraceful," 

The Football Supporters’ Association (FSA) presented a 
detailed report on what it called the "Fans' View" of the finals to 
the British government's Football Task Force and English 
officials. 

The findings in the 32-page report were based on information 
from FSA observers at the tournament and questionnaires 
completed by around 500 fans. 

"The report slams the disgraceful ticket distribution system 
which forced thousands of fans to pay extortionate black market 
ticket prices," the FSA said in a statement. 

"It exposes the media's role in inflaming problem situations. It 
criticises the policing of England fans which punished the vast 
majority of innocent fans whilst failing to deal with 
troublemakers," 

English fans complained before the tournament that not 
enough tickets had been made available to fans outside of 
France. English hooligans were involved in trouble during the 
tournament, notably in Marseille. 

The report contains witness statements alleging incidents of 
media personnel paying both English and French fans to throw 
missiles and burn flags. 

"This is the most comprehensive analysis to date of the real 
experiences of our supporters abroad," said Kevin Miles, the 
author of the report. 

"The existence of the massive black market is proof in itself 
that the ticket system failed to put the tickets into the hands of 
genuine fans who wanted to see the matches. 

"Authorities need to listen to these fans if the mistakes of this 
tournament are not be repeated in the future." 


Bt Sports Minister Tony Banks on Thursday vowed to 
‘step up the Government's efforts to clamp down on 
hooligans following trouble at England's European 
Championship qualifier in Luxembourg. 

Reports said that at least 100 England fans were arrested 
(right).before and after the England's 3-0 win in the tiny 
European Duchy on Wednesday night. 

Banks said: "This is a continuing problem that we are 
presented with that ministers are determined to handle, 

"There will be proposals put forward that will enable us to 
deal with these determined troublemakers that continue to 
besmirch the reputation of football in this country and the 
reputation of the nation." 

Fifty fans were arrested before the kick-off for drunkenness 
and another 40 people without tickets were held by police after 
charging the gates at the stadium when they were denied access. 

A spokesman for Luxembourg Police said that more England 
fans were arrested after the game when some attacked police 
officers who were trying to escort them via buses to the train 
station, 
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Earlier, 10 well-known troublemakers were among 25 fans 
deported from Belgium for being drunk and "a menace to the 
public order," according to police. 

Some of them had been held in France and Belgium during 
this summer's World Cup and others were arrested in Sweden at 
the first qualifying match, according to the National Criminal 
Intelligence Service, the British police body responsible for 
combating hooliganism. 

About 900 officers had been drafted in to fight the threat of 
trouble before Wednesday night's game, a spokesman said. 

"As they left the stadium some people tried to get into the 
centre of the city and cause some trouble there," he said. 

"They attacked the police and some of them were arrested.” 

Banks’ pledge comes on the same day that the Football 
Supporters’ Association (FSA) published a report criticising the 
1998 World Cup ticketing system, policing and media coverage 
of clashes between rival fans. 

The France '98 Report was compiled by FSA staff during the 
competition and is due to be handed over to the British 
government's Football Task Force, the Football Association and 
England's World Cup 2006 campaign in London. 

Banks, FIFA and officials preparing to stage the Euro 2000 
championships in Holland and Belgium are also to be sent a 
copy. 
Its authors claim the document represents the fans’ view of the 
tournament as compiled from hundreds of completed 
questionnaires handed out during the championship. The 
research claims thousands of fans were forced to pay | 
extortionate black market ticket prices because the distribution 
system was inadequate. 

It also blames police officers for punishing the majority of 
England supporters but failing to deal with the troublemakers. 
And the British press is accused of paying both English and 
French fans to throw missiles and burn flags. 

Kevin Miles, who put together the report, said: "Authorities 
need to listen to these fans if the mistakes of this tournament are 
not to be repeated in the future.” 


SAVE HODDLE? 


aul Gascoigne has been handed the 
‘incentive of a possible return to the 
England squad by coach Glenn 
Hoddle in a bid to focus the troubled 
midfielder’s mind during his recovery 
program. 
Hoddle, who had urged the wayward star to 
seek help several times in the past, was relieved 


| that he had finally checked into hospital last 


week to sort out his problems with alcohol, 


| stress and depression. 


The England coach said he realizes that the 
31-year-old has only taken the first small step 
on the long road to recovery, but Hoddle is 
convinced that he can still resurrect his career. 

Hoddle has offered him-a target — 


England's next Euro 2000 qualifier against - 


Poland at Wembley on March 27 — to help 
him overcome his difficulties. 

"That is way within his range,” he said. "I 
hope he gets himself and his game back within 
shape within two months. 

"He's got to sort himself as a person. The 
player doesn't come forth if the person doesn't 
get himself right first, But we'll just have to 
Keep the door open and give him that incentive, 

's a sad, sad situation, but at least he's 
done it," Hoddle said. 

"There were many concems, But that's only 
one little stepping stone. He's got to make 
many, many more if he's going to overcome it 
all. 


|B ye star Pierre Van Hooijdonk, who 
‘walked out on Nottingham Forest at the 
start of the season, hinted on Saturday he might 


| return to the English Premiership side. 


Van Hooijdonk urged Forest director Irving 
Scholar to contact him in a bid to end the 
dispute. 

The 28-year-old told Dutchman told 
television station RTL: "If Irving Scholar wants. 
to call me then I will be happy to listen and talk 
to him about the situation. 

“Iam convinced that there will be a solution 
to all of this soon and I would not rule out 
playing again for Forest.” 

Van Hooijdonk, the subject of a 4.5 million 
pounds (around $7.4 million) sale from Celtic, 
walked out following the sale of fellow striker 
Kevin Campbell to Turkish club Trabzonspor 
and branding his teammates not up to scratch 
for top drawer competition. 


ingland coach Glenn Hoddle heatedly shot 

down reports that captain Alan Shearer led 
a dressing-room mutiny against him after 
Wednesday's European Championship qualifier 
in Luxembourg as "a vicious lie" on Saturday. 

Hoddle spoke out after a front page report in 
The Sun, Britain's best-selling newspaper, 
alleging that Shearer had responded to a 
challenge from the England coach for the 
players to explain their poor performance with 
the retort: "Have you ever thought it might be 
you?” 

The Newcastle center-forward also 
described the report as “nonsense” and is 
understood to be taking legal advice on seeking 
‘an apology. 

Hoddle was even stronger in his 


condemnation of the story which he believes 
forms part of an ongoing campaign to 
undermine his position, 

The England coach said in a statement: 
“Today's story about what happened in the 
England dressing room in Luxembourg is a 
vicious lie. I can only guess at why anybody 
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should write it. 

“They did so, of course, without ever trying 
to check what was said with either myself or 
Alan Shearer. 

“If their aim is to undermine me, it has had 
the opposite effect. 

What they clearly aren't trying to do is to 
help England qualify for Euro 2000, 

"That's what I want, So does Alan Shearer. 
So do millions of people around the country." 

Hoddle rounded on his critics again during 
an interview on BBC television when 
questioned about events after England's 
unconvincing 3-0 win over the tiny European 
Duchy. 

The England coach said: "In every dressing 
room this afternoon at quarter to five there'll be 
heated moments, there'll be some good 
discussions, there'll be some feedback from 
players, and that's exactly what it was. 

"There is no truth in the story whatsoever, I 
spoke to Alan this morning and he's of the 
same opinion." 

Shearer said: "The story is nonsense, There 
was a discussion in the dressing room after the 
game but I'm not prepared to say what was 
said, 

I believe that dressing room conversations 
are and should remain private. But I never used 
the words that appeared on the front page of the 
newspaper today." 

At first sight, the report had appeared to 
offer substance to the claim that Hoddle was 
increasingly losing the support of his players in 
the wake of a poor run of results and his 
decisions to write a revealing World Cup diary 
and to use faith healer Eileen Drewery, 

Yet Hoddle appeared to indicate that his 
resolve to battle on has only been strengthened 
as he believes it simply forms part o what he 
sees as an orchestrated campaign to oust him 
from his job. 

Meanwhile, Sports Minister Tony Banks 
also leapt to Hoddle's defense and insisted that 
he should be backed. 

He said: "If he (Hoddle) gets results then 
everyone thinks he walks on water. If he 
doesn't they'll want to drown him in it so it is 
an impossible job. 

"Quite frankly I just think we'd be better off, 
rather than trying to undermine him and the 
team, actually getting behind him. 

"The trouble with this country and footbail is 
that we have impossible and ridiculous 
expectations." 
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